Soldier Wins Gold

By Capt. Corey Robertson 31st ADA PAO

FORT SILL Okla.- 2nd Lt. Dennis James, a logistics officer
assigned to 31st Air Defense Artillery Brigade, returned
to Fort Sill this month a gold medal winner. James is a
member of the U.S. Army Men’s Indoor Volleyball Team
that placed 1st during the 2013 Armed Forces Volleyball
Tournament held this month at Hill Air Force Base in
Utah. James, a Chesapeake, Va. native and Virginia
Military Institute graduate was told about the All Army
team from a friend on the All Navy Volleyball team. “I
was talking to him about how much | enjoyed playing in

high school and that my college didn’t offer volleyball
and he told me | should try out for the All Army Men’s team”.

James submitted his packet and was offered an
opportunity to compete for a spot on the team during
the two-week try outs held this March at Fort Bragg
N.C., where his performance earned him a position on
the team. James played volleyball in high school and
also competed on the U.S. Jr. Olympics Indoor
Volleyball team as well. He ran track while attending
V.M.I. because volleyball wasn’t offered as a collegiate
sport there. Perhaps the most amazing part of his
journey to gold is that James hasn’t played regulation

style indoor volleyball in six years. “To be able to go
from wanting to play volleyball competitively, to making a squad and ultimately winning the Armed
Forces Indoor Volleyball Championship is a truly humbling experience,” said James. The U.S. Army Mens
team finished the tournament with a 5-1 record, over the U.S. All Navy team placing second with a 4-2
record. Finishing third and fourth were U.S. Air Force at 3-3 and U.S. Marine Corps at 0-6.

The try outs for the All Army Volleyball Team are held annually. Hoepfuls must submit a packet and be
invited to the try outs to earn a place on the team. James will be deploying with the 31st ADA
Headquarters element later this fall, so he will have to take his game with him to ensure he has a chance
at the 2015 team.



