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Fort Sill Family Travel

1.  
The Fort Sill Family Travel office received MILPERCEN message 02-233 advising that an increasing number of soldiers are arriving in Germany with family members despite orders explicitly stating “Deferred Travel Authorized.”  Many of these travelers are first-term soldiers proceeding to their first PDS without the required EFMP screening of family members and/or without applying for command sponsorship/concurrent travel.

2.
When interviewed, these solders universally stated that they were told either by the chain of command, or the training base personnel that they could travel and take care of the paperwork after arrival at the new PDS.

3.
The above events have imposed considerable personal and financial hardships on soldiers and their family members.  This also has caused a significant outlay of resources by USAREUR in trying to perform expedited EFMP screening and attempting to find adequate family housing.

4.
Because these soldiers opted to personally procure commercial air transportation without prior approval, many have not been and will not be reimbursed for travel.  Further, since the families traveled prior to the issuance of orders, their travel will not be reimbursed.

5.
MILPERCEN message 02-233 requests that all commanders take appropriate steps to educate leaders at all levels, with emphasis on training base leaders, regarding the appropriate process for obtaining dependent travel to all overseas locations that authorize with-dependents tours (Alaska and Hawaii included).  Travel of dependents to overseas locations is authorized only after application is made and approval is received from Gaining Overseas Command.

6.
The Fort Sill Family Travel Office, Transportation Division, DOL, is responsible for processing all required family travel applications to overseas commands.  

7.
POC:  Family Travel Assistant, Bldg 2951, phone 442-2506/5410.
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