GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR RAIL MOVEMENT

1. M577 CMD POST:  Remove skirt and skirt brackets, install two safety cables across rear doors. 

2. BUILDUPS:  Must be secured to vehicle/trailer with bolts. See installation unit movement office for submitting packets for buildup requests. Vehicle modifications that change the configuration must be submitted through channel to MTMCTEA for approval prior to being transported by commercial/ military conveyances. Each vehicle /trailer must have all shackles. “T” shackles are not authorized for rail tiedown.

3. SECONDARY LOADS: Secondary loads are supplies and equipment stored inside vehicles or trailers. Secondary loads will be secured to the bed of the vehicle or trailer with rope or tiedown straps. For safety trailers that are loaded on the back of trucks will be empty and reduced in configuration.

4. HAZARDOUS MATERIALS:  

A. Provide Material Safety Data Sheets for all HAZMAT

B. Fuel Tankers/PODs must be empty and have appropriate safety placards applied. MOGAS tankers/PODs must be drained and purged.

C. Wreckers /578/M88s. Oxygen and Acetylene bottles may remain in brackets on vehicle  and must be properly labeled – Oxygen as “NON-FLAMMABLE GAS” and Acetylene as “FLAMMABLE GAS”

5. SENSITIVE ITEMS:  No sensitive items will be transported by rail unless a request is made in writing by the Installation Transportation Officer to HQ, Military Traffic Management Command MTMC NLT 45 days prior to expected movement. Units must notify the Installation Transportation Officer of the desire to transport sensitive items NLT 60 days prior to expected movement. Unit will guard sensitive items until rail carrier hooks up to pull. Rail Surveillance Service (RSS)will be provided by the carrier. Unit must ensure guards are placed at the receiving end from the time the rail carrier delivers the rail carrier delivers the rail cars containing sensitive items.

6.  CONEX’S MILVANS, OR CARGO CONTAINER:   Inventories will be prepared in four copies: 1 – Installation Unit Movement Office, 2 – Installation Freight Office, 3 – Unit, and  4 – attached to container.

7.  FUEL: 

a. vehicles will be no more than ¾ full.

b. 5 gallon Jerry Cans  - DIESEL. In approved bracket filled only to seam. NO MOGAS

GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR RAIL MOVEMENT (con’d)
8. RAIL CAR COMPONENTS: Units are responsible for rail car components utilized for their movement. Coordinate with destination transportation office to safeguard components for the return trip.

9. SAFETY:  Wearing of hard hats and leather gloves is mandatory. Units will provide sufficient number of ground guides and tie down teams for rail car preparation as specified by the Installation Freight Section.

10. BBPCT: Units will request BBPCT NLT three weeks prior load date. See Appendix 11 for examples of how to request support from Director of Public Works (DPW) 

11. VEHICLE REDUCTION: Vehicle reduction is mandated by the route taken and destination requirements. Units must physically verify dimensions of vehicles and equipment and ensure that the AUEL/DEL reflects this data. Ensure that vehicle nomenclatures are correct. Some common problems are widths that reflect mirrors out, not in, built – up HUMMV on a double decker and wrong nomenclature (there is a difference between models). Mistakes cost money and in many cases delay rail movement until the vehicle can be reduced to the correct configuration.

12. CHANGES:  The above guidelines may change based on civilian or government rail authorities. Coordinate with Unit Movement Office prior to each movement to ensure the unit uses the latest standards.

