SECTION II

VEHICLE SAFETY STANDARDS

2-7. GENERAL

A. Before vehicle dispatch, commanders or their representatives will ensure that drivers perform before -, during-, and after operation checks to prevent the following conditions:

(1) Improper functioning or adjustment of steering, lights, windshield wipers, horns, warning signals, side or rearview mirrors, restraint systems, and other safety devices. Restraint systems will be readily available for use by both the driver and passengers.

(2) Improper condition of windshields, windows, mirrors, lights, reflectors, or other safety devices that are broken, cracked, discolored, or covered with frost, ice, snow, dirt, mud, or grime.

(3) Defective, inoperable, or out adjustment service or parking brakes. Vehicles with defective parking brakes will be not mission capable (NMC) until repaired. When vehicles with service brake conditions are moved for maintenance, they will be towed using a tow bar.

(4) Leaks. Vehicles with any gasoline or a Class III diesel, oil, or water leak will be NMC until repaired.

(5) Any condition likely to cause injuries to personnel or failure of a component. Examples are tires that are excessively worn, deeply cut, or have exposed cords; cracked wheel hubs, worn or frayed tie down straps, or personal restraint systems; torn sheet metal with exposed sharp edges; damaged or missing exhaust pipe shields; and leaks from exhaust systems.

(6) Improperly secured loads.

(7) Vehicle loaded past designed load limits

(8) Unsafe transport of personnel. Movement of personnel will be in accordance with paragraph 2-17.

    b. Driver training courses and driver performance evaluations will include safety aspects of driver maintenance

    c. Commanders determining  that an AMV accident was caused by design or component failure will submit appropriate reports per AR385-40 and DA Pam 738-750.

    d. Operators are responsible for bringing any vehicle shortcoming to the supervisor’s attention. Further, no vehicle will be operated with conditions outlined in a (1) through (8) above unless authorized by a unit commander.
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