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Conditions: Given targets, observer location, a map with an observed fire (OF) fan, a terrain sketch (with left and right limits and known points), artillery binoculars, a target list, signal operating instructions (SOI), and communications with the fire direction center (FDC).

Standards: Properly request and adjust final protective fires (FPF) on the location indicated by the company and/or team commander.

Performance Steps


1.
Identify procedures to request and adjust an FPF.


a.
Determine the center location and adjusting point within 250 meters.

Note:   The FPF is normally designated by the maneuver commander.


b.
Locations are accomplished in the same manner as in irregularly shaped targets by determining a center grid and an attitude.  The FPF is usually 200 to 400 meters in front of friendly troops (danger close).


c.
The grid to the target will not be sent.   A point that is a safe distance (400 to 600 meters) beyond friendly troops will be picked, encoded, and sent to the FDC.


d.
An FPF is a prearranged barrier of fire designed to protect friendly troops.  The size of the FPF depends on the type and number of weapons.  See Field Manual (FM) 6-30 for sizes of FPFs for various weapon systems.


2.
Determine and transmit request for fire.


a.
This is accomplished in the same manner as when requesting fire on an irregularly shaped target with the exception of sending an encoded point that is a safe distance beyond friendly troops.


b.
Fuze delay should be used in adjusting to minimize the effects on your position and the friendly troops.  Any other fuze has a greater chance of causing damage to friendly equipment or personnel.  When firing the FPF, everyone must take cover.


c.
Example of the call for fire.

H12 THIS IS H18, ADJUST FIRE, OVER.

GRID, I SET, AC XYLPEFTX, OVER.

FINAL PROTECTIVE FIRE, ATTITUDE 1900, DELAY OVER.


3.
Determine and transmit corrections within 50 meters of FPF.


a.
Keep in mind the location of all friendly troops.  The only differences are that range corrections are sent in 100-meters increments or less and corrections of 50 meters or less in range or deviation will not be fired.


b.
Only the center gun will fire if the FDC is equipped with a battery computer system (BCS) or a backup computer system (BUCS).  Once that gun is adjusted to the center of the FPF, the mission is ended.  All other guns are computed from data fired.


c.
If manually computed, all guns will fire in adjustment.  The firing unit will fire one volley centered on or about the initial grid sent by the observer.  The observer begins adjustment with the flank piece closest to the FPF line.  Once the first gun is adjusted, the observer announces NUMBER (so-and-so) IS ADJUSTED, NUMBER (so and so), REPEAT, and adjusts each weapon in succession.  Creeping fire must be used because of the danger close situation.

Example:

FO--DIRECTION 0810, NUMBER 6, LEFT 100, DROP 100, OVER.

FDC--DIRECTION 0810, NUMBER 6, LEFT 100, DROP 100, OUT.  SHOT, OVER.

FO--SHOT OUT.  NUMBER 6, DROP 50, NUMBER 6 IS ADJUSTED.  NUMBER 5,  REPEAT, OVER.

FDC--NUMBER 6, DROP 50, NUMBER 6 IS ADJUSTED.  NUMBER 5, REPEAT, OUT.


4.
Determine and transmit refinement and surveillance.


a.
Determine when round(s) are within 50 meters of adjusting point, record as FPF, and end the mission.  Corrections of 50 meters or less will not be fired.  They are only sent in refinement.


b.
In some instances, there will not be time to "shoot in" the FPF.  In these cases, the FPF will be located for the FDC by giving the grids of the two ends or giving the center grid and attitude (grids will be encoded).

Evaluation Preparation:  Setup: Ensure that all the equipment is available, serviceable and ready for use.  Use the reference and the evaluation guide to score the soldier's performance.Brief Soldier:  Tell the soldier what he is required to do IAW the task conditions and standard. 

Performance Measures
Results


1.
Identifies procedure to request and adjust an FPF.
P
F


2.
Determines and transmits request for fire.
P
F


3.
Determines and transmits corrections until within 50 meters of the FPF.
P
F


4.
Determines and transmits refinement and surveillance.
P
F

Evaluation Guidance:  Score the soldier GO if all steps are passed (P). Score the soldier NO-GO if any step is failed (F). If the soldier fails any step, show what was done wrong and how to do it correctly.
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