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SUBJECT:   Official Support to Events and Fundraisers


1.  A commander notifies soldiers in his unit that their spouses have not produced enough baked goods for the FRG bake sale so he is making a duty roster showing which soldiers are tasked to provide cookies, cakes, brownies, etc.  Legally objectionable; there is no authority for a commander to give an order to soldiers under his command that requires them to involuntarily expend funds to support the FRG.

2.  A commander decides to make money for the FRG by auctioning off leaves and passes, along with collecting $2 per person for soldiers who want to participate in “Casual Friday” and wear something other than their uniforms to work that day.  Legally objectionable;  misuse of Army resources.

3.  A secretary puts a sign up sheet for Girl Scout cookies in the lobby of an office, next to the coffee machine.  No federal employees work in the lobby and it is an area approved for fundraising.  No legal objection; is not fundraising in the federal workplace; qualifies as charitable under JER 3-211.

4.  A commander orders all soldiers to a mandatory formation at which a local private organization hands out membership applications.  Legally objectionable; unauthorized support and endorsement of a private organization.  

5.  A unit operates refreshment sales in the office of the G-3.  On the honor system, soldiers can purchase snacks, sodas, popcorn, candy, and even microwaveable lunches.  The unit donates funds raised to its cup and flower fund. Legally objectionable; fundraising in the federal workplace; competition with AAFES and IMWRF; units not authorized to solicit. 

6.  A commander schedules a golf tournament for unit personnel, the purpose of which is to raise money to pay for soldier memberships in a certain private organization that lobbies for soldier benefits.  The tournament receives official support in the form of the use of soldiers to prepare for the tournament, the use of official computers to prepare taskings, use of official phones to take RSVP’s, copiers, distribution, e-mail, etc.  Legally objectionable; official support under JER 3-211 cannot be given to membership drives or fundraising of noncharitable organizations.   

7.  Private organizations such as AUSA and FAA are encouraged to leave pamphlets and membership applications in the day room for interested soldiers.  No legal objection; no coercion.

8.  A soldier collects voluntary contributions from soldiers in the unit for the unit cup and flower fund, which is used to buy baby gifts and farewell gifts for members of the fund.  No legal objection. Informal funds of this nature are authorized by AR 600-20, para. 4-21.

9.  An FRG sells t-shirts to basic trainees and uses the proceeds to have a party for the cadre.  Legally objectionable; sale of t-shirts by FRG is unauthorized competition with AAFES; in federal workplace;  misuse of FRG funds.   
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