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SUBJECT: Purchase and Use of Unit Coins

PURPOSE: Advise Commanders of Limitations on Purchase of Unit Coins

Commanders must understand the restrictions on the use of funds for purchasing unit coins. The following information outlines funding rules and limitations on giving:

a. Privately Funded Unit Coins. There are virtually no restrictions on the use of coins purchased through private funding. Privately funded unit coins include those donated by a non-Federal entity (e.g., AUSA, Field Artillery Association, etc.) and those purchased by the commander from his personal funds. Restrictions on solicitation prohibit a commander from asking for donations of coins. However, a commander may respond to an inquiry from a non-Federal entity that desires to help soldiers by encouraging the donation of coins. 

b. Unit Coins Purchased With Appropriated Funds (APF's). AR 600-8-22 applies to the presentation of coins as performance awards for soldiers. The purchase of APF coins for distribution as awards must be approved by the major command (MACOM) commander. The TRADOC commander has delegated approval authority to installation commanders. Coins purchased with appropriated funds will only be used by commanders when their intent is to reward outstanding duty performance. The award may be made on "a one-time basis where the achievement is unique and clearly contributes to increased effectiveness." Coins may also be presented to soldiers, units, and DA agencies for excellence in accomplishments in announced competitions that contribute to the increased effectiveness of the unit. Commanders should not give APF coins to unaffiliated individuals or non-Federal government agencies to create goodwill or to encourage or to reward cooperation with the military. In particular, APF coins should not be used to recognize the efforts of volunteers. Installation commanders have the discretion to delegate who within the command may present APF coins. 

c. Unit Coins Purchased With Nonappropriated Funds (NAF's). Commanders should use NAFs to pay for unit coins used to honor NAF employees for acts which contribute to Morale, Welfare, and Recreation (MWR) programs. Soldiers who are employed by NAF instrumentalities are also eligible to receive NAF coins. NAF coins may be used for presentation to distinguished military or other visitors for recognition of their contributions to MWR programs. NAF coins can also be used to recognize the efforts of volunteers who provide support to Army Community Service, family support groups, and mayoral programs. 

 If you have any questions about the information in this paper, call the Administrative Law Division of the Fort Sill Office of the Staff Judge Advocate at 442-5846

