
 Wed - Sun
 $74.99 +tax  per room, per night

   (Minimum 3 night stay, Double Queen rooms~  Early departure will default rate to $84.99 )
 Based  upon availability and allocation...

 Must book through local Hotel & ask for the GRADUATION PACKAGE 580.354.9906

 Fort Sill Graduation Package

 CUSTOMIZED SKIN CARE TREATMENTS    MICRODERMABRASION  
 INCH LOSS WRAPS    THREADING    FULL BODY WAXING  

 BRIDAL AND PROM MAKEUP APPLICATION    PERMANENT MAKEUP ARTISTRY

3Athe Cannoneer, September 29, 2011

Did you know that the
U.S. General Services
Administration, established
in 1949, is the approving
authority for security con-
tainers, vault doors,
weapons containers, infor-
mation processing system
containers and locks? 

In 1955, GSA approved the
first security container for
the protection of classified
files. Since that time there
have been about 18 manu-
facturers of GSA approved
security containers, vault
doors, weapons and IPS
containers.

Unfortunately, there have
also been just as many
fraudulent manufacturers of
containers with GSA labels
attached to them. To main-
tain GSA approval, security
containers must be inspect-

ed every five years and vault
doors every two years.
Preventive maintenance is a
part of the inspection
process. Containers and
vault doors have sometimes
been modified or damaged
in a way that cannot be
repaired to federal stan-
dards, which result in the
GSA label being removed.

GSA certified safe and
vault technicians can train
unit personnel to perform
preventive maintenance.
However, security contain-
ers and vault doors must be
repaired by GSA technicians
and recertified by a GSA
approved container and
vault door inspector.

By now you may be won-
dering if your security con-
tainer needs to be inspected
or requires recertification

and if so, who to call and
how much will that cost.

Let’s start with the inspec-
tion. Containers or vault
doors must be inspected for
the following reasons if:

O They do not have an
Optional Form 89 (mainte-
nance record for security
containers and vault doors)
attached; 

O The last inspection was
more than five years ago on
a container or more than
two years ago on a vault
door; 

O The door or container
was drilled and repaired by
an unauthorized repairman;
or

O The GSA label is miss-
ing.

Let’s take a look at inspec-
tion cost.

The average cost for a
container inspection is
about $200 per hour and
takes one to two hours to
complete. If parts and repair
are required, the cost could
easily exceed $600 - $800.
Hence, security container

inspections could consume a
large portion of an organiza-
tion’s budget.

The Directorate of Plans,
Training, Mobilization and
Security security and intelli-
gence division can eliminate
inspection cost completely
as long as parts and repairs
aren’t required by offering
assistance from its GSA cer-
tified safe and vault techni-
cian and approved container
and vault door inspector.
Contact the division for
information on available
services and watch for train-
ing opportunities for infor-
mation and physical security
managers.

Please note that if an
inspection identifies that
parts and repairs are need-
ed, the organization is
responsible for contacting

an authorized repair compa-
ny and paying the associat-
ed costs. Fortunately, most
containers and vault doors
only require an inspection
by a GSA certified inspector
which will authorize contin-
ued use for storing classified
information, fire arms,
ammunition and explosives.

For more information on
this topic and to receive
assistance with GSA con-
tainers and vaults, contact
Ken Person, information
security officer at
kenneth.r.person.civ@mail.
mil or call 442-1816.

By taking advantage of
this free Team Sill asset,
you’ll be doing your part to
help save Army dollars and
properly protect classified
information.

GSA governs security containers
Did you know?

By Col. Paul Hossenlopp
Fort Sill Garrison commander

By C.Todd Lopez
Army News Service

WASHINGTON — Active
duty Soldiers and their
spouses may soon get fund-
ing for books and supplies,
part of the Post-9/11 G.I.
Bill.

Beginning Oct. 1, active
duty members and their
spouses can receive up to
$1,000 for books and sup-
plies, per academic year, as
part of the Post-9/11 G.I. Bill.
Active duty members were

not previously eligible for the
books and supplies funding.

Additional benefits to
service members and veter-
ans include reimbursement
of fees for exams used for
admission to colleges. Such
exams include the ACT,
GMAT or SAT. Changes to
the bill also mean reim-
bursement for more than
one licensing or certification
examination. Additionally,
there are expanded benefits
for non-college degree pro-

grams, on-the-job training,
apprenticeship training,
flight programs and corre-
spondence training.

“These changes bring a lot
more training options under
this already robust pro-
gram,” said Keith Wilson,
Veterans Affairs director of
education services.

New enrollees in the pro-
gram who are entitled to the
housing allowance (active
duty and their spouses are
not) can receive that benefit
while enrolled in certificate
or other non-college degree
programs or even long-dis-
tance learning.

Those enrolled in distance
learning could receive up to
50 percent of the housing
allowance provided to those
who enrolled in on-campus
education programs. The
allowance for those in resi-
dent training is now prorated
based on a student’s course
load. A student taking a
course load that is about 80
percent of what a school
deems “full time,” would
receive 80 percent of the
allowance.The allowance for
an in-resident student taking
a full load is similar to what
an E-5 with dependents gets.

Additional changes to
benefits under the bill

include elimination of hous-
ing payments for even short
gap periods between enroll-
ments. In the past, during
the less-than-one-month
breaks between semesters,
beneficiaries could continue
to receive housing pay-
ments. But that is no longer
the case, Wilson said.

While Wilson said VA is
working to keep students
informed of the changes, stu-
dents will have to practice
some “sound financial man-
agement” to make rent pay-

ments during the short non-
enrollment periods between
semesters. Wilson said under
the Post-9/11 G.I. Bill, benefi-
ciaries have never received
housing allowance during the
three-month summer break.

Wilson added that, when
beneficiaries did receive
housing payment between
enrollments, they were actu-
ally burning up part of their
benefits.The bill provides for
36 months of benefits. If a
student was getting just
housing benefits for the near-

ly one-month period between
the fall and spring semesters,
for instance, that would burn
up a month of benefits.

The new change in law
also affects payment eligibil-
ity, and now accounts for
active duty service per-
formed by National Guard
members under Title 32.

A summary of recent
changes to the bill are avail-
able online at
http://gibill.va.gov/benefits/
post_911_gibill/Post911_cha
nges.html.

G.I. Bill changes to offer free books, supplies

Fort flicks
Sheridan Theater

The theater is at 3260
Sheridan Road near the
Impact Zone and Truman
Education Center. Admission
is $3 for adults, $2 for children
younger than 11 and free for
children younger than 6,
except for movies rated G. A
military ID is required for tick-
et purchases. Movies can
change without notice.The 24-
hour movie infoline is 353-
5623 or visit www.shopmyex-
change.com/ReelTimeTheatr
es/Movies-FtSill.htm.

Friday, Sept. 30, 7 p.m.
Final Destination 5 (R) 86

minutes. Starring Nicholas
D’Agosto and Emma Bell. A
group of co-workers on a cor-
porate retreat escape the col-
lapse of a suspension bridge
because of a fellow worker’s
premonition of the
disaster,and then are hunted
by an invisible force that
seems to be death itself, com-
ing to collect it due.

Saturday, Oct. 1, 7 p.m.
Rise of the Planet of the

Apes (PG-13), 88 min.
Starring James Franco and
Andy Serkis. An origin story
set in present day San
Francisco, where man’s own
experiments with genetic
engineering lead to the
development of intelligence
in apes and the onset of a
war for supremacy.


