
A Fort Sill soldier recently amputated the ends of his fingers while operating a push type lawn mower on a unit grass cutting detail.  While attempting to remove a rock that was stuck under the lawnmower wheel, and not wanting the lawnmower to turn off, he continued to hold the "engine shut off" blade control handle with his left hand--allowing the mower to continue running, and attempted to remove the rock with his right hand.  The soldier's hand slid partially under the lawn mower deck and the rotating mower blade severed the ends of his fingers on his right hand. 

Since April 2002, Fort Sill experienced six accidents that resulted in either partial or full amputation to a soldier's finger/fingers.  In each case, the soldier did not follow verbal instructions, the written standard, or the equipment manufacturer's instructions.

Army accidents of this type do not usually happen while operating large mechanical machinery.  The majority of these accidents happen when soldiers are performing routine duties and are in a hurry.  The common thread that runs through all these accidents was the SM's failure to use common sense and good judgment.  Such as:  jumping from a vehicle and a wedding band gets caught, getting a hand too near a moving automotive parts such as an engine fan, turning drive shaft, drive belts, and lawnmower blades.





- Remove all jewelry before operating or working near equipment. 

- Never put any part of your body between hard objects.

- Ensure machine blades are fully guarded before operating the equipment. 

- Never make mechanical adjustments to unguarded equipment while it is running. 

- Always follow the procedures and warnings published in the equipment technical
  manual or manufacture's instructions.

Rigorous enforcement of safety standards, by all levels, within the chain of command is the best means of accident prevention.
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