
A Fort Sill soldier was recently injured while attempting to inflate a vehicle split-rim tire.  

Although the tire was in a tire cage, the soldier did not use the required ten-foot air gage extension (Ref: 29 CFR 1910.177(d) and TM 9-2610-200-14).  The soldier placed his arm in the cage to pressurize the tire.  While pressurizing the tire, the rim separated from the wheel and struck the soldier's arm. 
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This is the second accident in six months involving improper maintenance of split rim wheels.

Commanders should ensure their collateral duty safety Officers and NCOs review unit motor operations to ensure:

   - Proper equipment is provided.     

   - Restraining device: Tire Inflation Cage:  NSN 4910-01-373-0267.  (Ref: 29 CFR 1910.177(d)).

   - A ten foot Tire Inflator Gage & Hose Assembly: NSN 4910-00-441-8685 and Clip-on-chuck: NSN 4910-01-386-4300.  (Ref: 29 CFR 1910.177(d)(4).

2.  Training is mandatory for all soldiers who service split rim wheels.  Training must include the requirements of OSHA 29 CFR 1910.177(3)(c) and TM 9-2610-200-14.

Rigorous enforcement of safety standards, by all levels, within the chain of command is the best means of accident prevention.
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