
     A Fort Sill soldier was recently injured while attempting to recover an immobilized vehicle using a "V" chain non-rigid recovery device.

In an attempt to place the "V" chain, on the M88 recovery vehicle, the soldier placed himself between the M88 and Fueler while the M88 was backing.  The driver of the M88 attempted to stop.  However, the vehicle  slid rearward towards the immobilized vehicle and pinned the soldier between the two vehicles.  
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Contributing factors:

   - Improper positioning of ground guides

   - Soldier placed himself between vehicles while one was in motion 

   - Not following policy and Manuals

Commanders should ensure:

   - Battalion Motor Officers review unit recovery operations.

   - Personnel are trained to follow established action plans for repair and recovery, FM 4-30-3

   - That III ACA Commander's policy memorandum, 00-9, regarding soldiers standing between two vehicles coming together, is reiterated

   - Risk Management is integrated in all recovery operations.  See Change 1 to TM 9-2320-222-10

   - Personnel are trained on proper use of ground guides and placement of chock blocks, FM 9-43-2

The rigorous enforcement of the standards by all levels of the chain of command is the best means of preventing a similar situation in the future.
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