SAFETY ALERT MESSAGE
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During a recent nighttime Military Operation in Urban Terrain (MOUT) training event a soldier was seriously injured when live ammunition was used in lieu of blank ammunition.  Prior to the accident the unit had concluded night marksmanship training with live ammunition and had transitioned to the MOUT/shoot house facility for training with “blank” ammunition.  The injured soldier was a member of a four man room-clearing team that was engaged by a unit member mistakenly using live service ammunition.

Army Regulation 385-63; Policies and Procedures for Firing Ammunition for Training, Target Practice, and Combat; mandates that both the Range Safety Officer and Range OIC "Be responsible for the final determination before firing that only authorized ammunition be used on ranges".  The regulation also requires that upon completion of firing, all weapons will be verified clear to the Range OIC.

Unit leaders must make a concerted effort to ensure only the correct ammunition and types are utilized during blank and live fire training events.  This safety standard and check is critical for training events where weapons and ammunition are present, and the criticality is compounded when conducting night operations in a close combat environment.

For many of our units MOUT training is a mission essentials task that must be executed to standard.  Training standards are developed to reduce the risks associated with high intensity training environments.  As with any accident, when the standards are not known, followed, or enforced the end result can be devastating.

All soldiers training in MOUT/shoot house facilities must be knowledgeable of proper weapons and ammunition handling procedures.  Each MOUT training cycle should emphasize the hazards encountered in this challenging training environment.  These standards cannot be compromised and must be enforced.  Leaders are the first and last line of defense when it comes to training safely.
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