From:  Dir USAPC New Cumberland PA//AMSTA-DSA-PC-LR//
Subject: Technical Advisory Message #99, Petroleum Operational Safety-Static Grounding Points, R 2615102 Jan 99
1.  Disseminate this information to all personnel involved in petroleum operations and aviation safety.
2.  The FM 10-68 (Aircraft Refueling) is rescinded and replaced by FM 10-67-1 (Concepts and Equipment of Petroleum Operations) effective 2 April 1998.  Significant Army-wide discussion has surfaced since then in reference to testing frequencies of grounding points used for aviation and general petroleum refueling operations.

     TRADOC engineer memorandum, 27 Sep 90, Subject:  TRADOC Policy-Testing Static Grounding Points, granted a waiver to the old FM 10-68 requirement for annual testing of grounding points.

     FORCECOM Memorandum, 15 Sep 94, Subject:  Exemption of FORCECOM installations from the requirements of FM 10-68 for testing of grounding points on army installations, granted a similar waiver.  During their tenure, these waivers precluded any continuing testing to verify performance of ground points.
3.  With the release of FM 10-67-1 and revised ground testing frequencies found therein, the TRADOC and FORCECOM waivers are no longer valid.  The new ground testing frequencies in FM 10-67-1 were coordinated throughout the army professional petroleum community and with respective safety POCs within TRADOC and FORSCOM.  All sources agreed with the guidance set forth in FM 10-67-1 and recommend that all army petroleum units comply with these procedures.  It should be noted the ground testing procedures referenced in FM 10-67-1 are applicable to grounding points used for refueling operations, e.g., on aircraft ramps and flight line, and in fuel tanker parking areas.  Ground testing requirements for other operations have more stringent requirements.  

     The following summarizes references and guidance for testing of static grounding points under different operations:
     a.  Aircraft apron (refuel) and tanker parking area grounding points:  Guidance published in FM 10-67-1 requires testing of grounding points after initial installation and every five years thereafter or when obvious damage is discovered and after the repair of damaged grounding points.
     b.  Aircraft hangars:  TM 1-500-204-23-1 (Aviation Unit maintenance AVUM and Aviation Intermediate Maintenance AVIM manual for general aircraft maintenance) refers to ground testing requirements for aircraft in hangars.  The TM states that the grounding system must be inspected and tested annually or when there is a possibility of mechanical damage.
     c.  Ammunition & Explosives:  AR 385-64 (U.S. Army Explosives Safety Program) refers to ground testing requirements for aircraft during ammunition operations.  Reference states that ground rods must be visually inspected every six months and electrically tested every 24 months.
4.  POC at the Army Petroleum Center is Mr. Del Leese, DSN 977-8580, and comm. (717) 
770-8580. Email: dleese@usapc-emh1.army.mil
