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Holocaust 
remembrance

The Fort Sill Holocaust
Days of Remembrance is
today from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at the Patriot Club. Guest
speaker Jack Repp, born Jeck
Rzepkowicz in 1924, will
speak about his childhood in
Poland, where he witnessed
the German invasion. Tickets
are $8 and can be obtained
through unit EO advisers or
the EEO office at 442-
5895/4108.

Census
If you haven’t already, fill out

and mail your 2010 Census
forms by Friday.

Haiti memorial
The public is invited to a cer-

emony Tuesday at 7 p.m. in the
Religious Support Operations
Center on Curry Road, in dedi-
cation to the survivors of the
earthquake in Haiti. The non-
secular ceremony is open to
anyone who was affected or
who has family affected by the
earthquake. For more informa-
tion, call 442-3319.

Old medicine
Anyone with old, expired or

unwanted prescription and over-
the-counter medicine can drop it
off in return boxes at the
Reynolds Army Community
Hospital outpatient pharmacy,
the commissary pharmacy and
the Sgt. Bleak Troop Medical
Center pharmacy Wednesday
during normal business hours.
Do not bring thermometers, nee-
dles, illegal drugs or medical
waste.

PSC luncheon
The next Patriot Spouses

Club luncheon is Tuesday at 11
a.m. at the Patriot Club. Lunch
costs $20. R.S.V.P. at psc.reser-
vation@gmail.com.

Salute to troops
The Ford Salute to Troops is

April 24 at 9 a.m. in the park-
ing lot across the street from
the RecPlex, north of the car-
wash off of Sheridan Road.
Former wrestler Bill Goldberg
will be onsite all day and other
events include, test drives,
strength competitions, a car
show and a precision driving
course. To register for the car
show, got to www.sillmwr.com.
For more information, call 442-
3060.

Jump rope

Photo by Jeff Crawley
Drill Sergeant (Staff Sgt.) Vincent Higgins, C Battery, 1st Battalion, 19th Field Artillery, flies through the rope step obstacle at the Combat
Conditioning Course during the Fort Sill Drill Sergeant of the Year competition April 6 here. Story, photos Page 8A.

By Brian Sonntag
Fort Sill AAFES

The Army and Air Force
Exchange Service - Fort Sill is
rewarding military shoppers
who are doing their part for the
environment through its new
“Use a bag, save the planet”ini-
tiative.

Instead of using traditional
plastic bags, retail facilities at
Fort Sill are encouraging shop-
pers to bring their own reusable
bags. Beyond helping the envi-
ronment, shoppers that “use a
bag, save the planet,” will get 5
cents back for every reusable
bag used.

“The Army and Air Force
Exchange Service desires to
be an environmentally respon-
sible retailer and a ‘green’
place to shop,” said Patrick
Murray, Fort Sill Post
Exchange. “By rewarding the
use of environmentally-friend-
ly bags we hope to begin
changing behaviors today to
put us on a path for a cleaner
tomorrow.”

The 5-cent credit applies only
to shoppers who bring in and
use reusable shopping bags at
all AAFES-operated retail facil-
ities at Fort Sill.

Plastic bags do not apply.
Shoppers who simply decline

a plastic bag, but do not use a
reusable bag, will not qualify
for the 5-cent credit.

AAFES offers
bag incentive

By Courtney Griggs
Many Soldiers and civilians at Fort Sill have

used the Interactive Customer Evaluation sys-
tem, whether by filling out comment cards,
using a kiosk, filling out a survey online or sub-
mitting an e-mail.

No matter how the ICE comments are sub-
mitted, they are making a difference.

“Since the beginning of January we have
received more than 7,000 ICE comments,”said
Mary Miller, customer service manager.“From
March 2 through 17 we received 2,002 com-
ments and in February we received more than
any other post in the country.”

There has been a huge increase in the
amount of people who are getting their voices
heard. In 2008, only 1,430 ICE comments were
received at Fort Sill.

“Last year we got 13,000,”said Miller.“It just
blows my mind how many people are using

ICE as a way to get their suggestions and com-
ments out there.

“People are starting to realize we need good
comments as well as bad comments. Everyone
knows when you have a bad experience you
want to put in an ICE comment about it. But if
something good happens, give them an ICE
comment, too. Colonel Lacey sees every ICE
comment on Fridays. He is reading what peo-
ple are saying about customer service on post.
He is acknowledging the good and the bad.”

ICE comment cards are located in a multitude
of places on post. Building 4700 has cards located
on every floor except the fifth floor.The education
center, Impact Zone and bowling alley have them
as well as many other buildings on post. Several
locations also have an electronic kiosk to post
comments. Twin Oaks Bowling Center, Building
4700, the Lawton airport and the library have
them, although they are not the more popular
choice when submitting a comment.

Comments can also be placed in the system
on the Web site www.ice.disa.mil. E-mail Mary
Miller directly at fscms@conus.army.mil will
also ensure your ICE comment gets placed in
the system.

“Neither I nor Colonel Lacey get to see com-
ments from Reynolds Army Community
Hospital, Dental Activity Command, AAFES,
DECCA or the vet clinic as they have their
own ICE manager,” explained Miller. “On the
garrison side, we have 72 hours to respond.
Every week I do a report for Colonel Lacey
about who didn’t meet the requirement and
who did.”

Submitting ICE comments is beneficial to
both the submitter and the person or service
being commented on. People and services
receiving positive comments can possibly be
rewarded for their service. Negative comments
give the post something to work toward to
make Fort Sill better for everyone.

ICE comments on the rise

Cannoneer staff
The weather is staying warm

and Fort Sill residents and mem-
bers of the local community are
looking for adventures outdoors. If
they’re out on Fort Sill’s ranges,
some of the items they might pick
up can lead to more than adven-
ture.

Fort Sill Range Control officials
want everyone to know about, and
especially for parents to teach
children about, the dangers of
unexploded ordnance and about
areas of post off limits to every-
one.

Unexploded ordnance includes
munitions that have been fired but
failed to function properly — a
“dud.”

“When artillery units fire can-
nons, each round has a fuze.When
that fuze doesn’t function, the
round just goes into the ground
and becomes unexploded ord-
nance,” said Larry Aller, chief of
Range Division.“It doesn’t happen
often, but when it does, we have to
treat the round as a live ammuni-
tion.”

Aller said they treat unexploded
ordnance as a safety hazard
because “there is not a 100-percent
guarantee the fuze won’t go off,
under the right circumstances.”

He said a kick or jostle from a
curious person could cause the
round to blow. Other initiators of
an explosion include vibrations
and changes in temperature.

“What makes unexploded ord-
nance really dangerous is that
children don’t really understand
it.What they need to be taught is
that dangerous areas on post are
marked off for a reason.They must

be told to never go into those
areas,”Aller said.

For some children, the lure of
unexploded ordnance is difficult
to resist.

“Lots of unexploded ordnance is
interesting in color and very
tempting for children to pick up,”
Aller said. “Talk to your children.
Explain to them that Soldiers train
with live ammunition, but that it
doesn’t always function. Tell them
not to go into the training areas to
explore. And tell them that if they
see a sign that says ‘DANGER,’ do
not go past that sign,”Aller said.

Fort Sill officials protect
Soldiers, family members,
retirees, Department of Defense
civilians and others visiting the

post by posting large signs that
mark the dangerous areas on the
installation.

All impact areas are marked on
the Fort Sill map. In addition to
that precaution, there are signs
that mark all danger areas on post.

“Parents need to tell children
not to pick up anything at Fort Sill.
If children do bring home unex-
ploded ordnance, don’t mess with
it. Leave it alone and call the
Lawton Police Department, the
Military Police or the 761st
Explosive Ordnance Disposal
Company. Call someone. Always
assume it is dangerous,”Aller said.
“Don’t be inquisitive — it might be
unexploded ordnance just waiting
to work.”

“When someone reports unex-
ploded ordnance, EOD is called
out to the area,”Aller said.

First they evaluate the situation
and often try to blow it up in place.
If that isn’t possible or safe, it is
moved to a safe disposal area,
Aller said.

“No one is allowed into those
areas without the authorization of
Range Control. When people must
go into the areas to change out tar-
gets, it’s a really big deal. They
must be accompanied by EOD and
a medic, and they must wear cer-
tain protective gear. Many of those
areas are worse than mine
fields,”Aller said.

He said anyone who goes into
the off-limit areas on Fort Sill is at
risk. Similarly, “second-hand sou-
venirs”should never be purchased
and transported by anyone who
isn’t completely familiar with the
munition. Just because it may have
sat on grandpa’s desk doesn’t
mean it was made safe, said
experts.

“When Fort Sill first began, the
Old Post Quadrangle was the
training area.Then Fort Sill grew,
and so did the training. A lot of
areas on post are areas where
munitions were at one time
expended.There are dangerous
things lying around Fort Sill, and
not just in impact areas. If you
happen to find something, don’t
touch it,”Aller said.

If you or someone you know
finds unexploded ordnance, call
Range Control 24 hours a day at
442-2994/2008, 761st EOD at 442-
2313 or the Military Police at 442-
2101/2102, Aller said.

UXOs are deadly, not souvenirs

File photo
Anyone using Fort Sill’s ranges should be aware that there could be
unexploded ordnance around. UXOs should never be handled except by
trained explosive ordnance disposal teams.


