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Sill maps the past with new technology

Story, photos
By Ben Sherman

Former Staff Sgt. Aaron
Peterson knows there is a
lot of history all over Fort
Sill. But when he walks
around post, he doesn’t just
see buildings and monu-
ments, he see points on a
map that the average person
can’t see. He’s using his
Army training to map Fort
Sill’s cemeteries.

“I was a Soldier in the
Army from 2000 to 2006,
and I was a cartographer, a
mapper,”said Peterson. Now
he works for the Fort Sill
Directorate of Public Works
as a Geospatial Information
Systems  specialist
cartographer.

“People think that
with a cemetery, once |
you inter someone
and place a head
stone, that there is
very little mainte-
nance to be done after [
that, maybe mowing i
the grass now and
then. But that’s not the ff
case. Every day there fi
is someone out here
working,”he said.

The main post ceme- |
tery was established
along with Fort Sill in
1869. Peterson has |
been working to bring

tion to integrate the new tech-
nology, which was recently
developed at Arlington
National Cemetery. Now
each grave site is being
mapped with handheld GPS
units and photographs are
being taken of each head-
stone. This information will
be digitally linked and made
available via an internal Web
mapping application.
Peterson said they have
7,225 interments and reserva-
tions for interments that they
are tracking at the Fort Sill
Post Cemetery. Once the sur-
vey of the last two sections
are completed he estimates
that number will increase to
approximately 7,300. All of

East; Beef Creek Apache,
which is Geronimo’s resting
place; Bailsto Apache West
and Comanche Mission. A
sixth Native American area is
the Chief’s Knoll section of
the Fort Sill cemetery, which
is the National Historic por-
tion of the cemetery.

Another interesting fact
that Peterson pointed out is
that by regulation there are
no sections in the cemetery
based on rank, religion or
race. So as you walk through
the cemetery you will see
major generals buried next to
privates and American
Indian scouts.

Some of the notable inter-
ments in the Fort Sill Post
Cemetery
include
| Comanche
Chief Quanah
Parker; I-See-
O, the last
Kiowa Indian
scout for the

Army; Chief
Ten Bears, who
signed the

Medicine
Lodge Treaty
to  establish
Comanche
tribal lands;
and Medal of
Honor recipi-
ent Col. Jack
Treadwell.

Fort Sill’s data systems
up to modern Army

Graphlc |dent|ﬁers mark individual gravesites on
an aerial image of the Fort Sill Post Cemetery.

Geronimo is
buried in the

standards, using . . N Beef  Creek
Global  Positioning This image is part ofacpmputerlzed database of Apache
System satellites, aeri- more than 7’200. gra vesﬂ&s_. The database was Cemetery.

al imagery and’ com- developed by Arington National Cemetery and “We  can’t

puters.

“The old information
storage method about
the graves - using maps
and index card files - was a
little dated. We had the infor-
mation but we didn’t have a
good connected database for
our post cemetery,” he said.
Peterson added that as new
technology emerged, Fort Sill
is the first volunteer installa-

helps link the geospatial location of each grave
with historic information about the person buried
there.

the other cemeteries on Fort
Sill are Native American
cemeteries and have a total of
749 current graves. The five
National Historic Native
American cemeteries on Fort
Sill are Otipoby Comanche;
Chief Chihuahua Apache

maintain the
Native
American
cemeteries in
traditional Army standards
because they are private
cemeteries on government
property. So we can’t put a
government headstone on a
private grave. When you see
temporary monuments in
those cemeteries, it’s because

the family can’t afford a
headstone. But we document
it still so that the Army and
the Fort Sill community will
never forget that person is
buried there. That’s all we are
allowed to do by regulation,”
Peterson said.

“We receive no direct sus-
tainment funds to maintain
the Fort Sill cemeteries. All
of our cemetery mainte-
nance funding comes out of
post operation funds. And so
we continue to implement
these improvements even in
tough  economic times
because that’s how much it
means to the commander
and to the Directorate of
Public Works,” Peterson said.
“We constantly have to re-
level the headstones and
ground on many of the
graves, because they will set-
tle and shift over time,” he
added.

Peterson has received help
with the cemetery mapping
project from some Soldiers
in the Warrior Transition
Unit. “We're trying to get
more Wounded Warriors out
here. We had three who were
helping us and they did a
great job, but all three of
them returned to active duty.
We have a couple who have
volunteered and are just get-
ting started,” he said.“For our
Wounded Warriors, it’s a way
of giving back, kind of clos-
ing some of those painful
parts of their lives.”

As one of the oldest contin-
uously operating Frontier
Army posts, Fort Sill’s history
runs deep. For Peterson, his
work is much more than just
putting marks on a map; it’s a
matter of maintaining the his-
torical features of Fort Sill
and the surrounding area.
With nearly 500,000 data fea-
tures, the Army’s largest
geospatial database, the Fort
Sill database represents a
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Aaron Peterson, Geospatial Information Systems specialist,
Directorate of Public Works, holds a hand-held GPS unit
over the headstone of Comanche Chief Ten Bears to mark
the exact location. Peterson has been working on the map-
ping project to mark every gravesite in Fort Sill's cemeter-
ies. The main post cemetery was established when Fort Sill

was founded in 1869.

national historical treasure
trove.

“As a cartographer, I get to
see all of the old maps. I've got
maps of the Fort Sill canton-
ment going all the way back
into the 1900s. I've got a 1945
map that depicts the Japanese
internment camps here and
the German prisoner of war
camps on the other side of the
post,” Peterson said. “It is
amazing that we had so much
going on here at Fort Sill.”

“This is what I do, not just
mapping but other services
as well. We offer survey sup-
port, geospatial analysis and
mapping for the entire post.
The cemeteries project was
one that we were inspired to
do,” Peterson said.

The Fort Sill Post Cemetery
is at Macomb and Condon
roads. It is open daily from 8
am. to 5 pm. On Memorial
Day the cemetery is open
until 7 p.m.

Briefs
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Holocaust

commemorative

The Fort Sill 2012 Days of
Remembrance luncheon is
April 19 from 11:30 a.m. - 1
p.m. at the Patriot Club. The
theme is “Choosing to Act:
Stories of Rescue.”The event
is co-sponsored by the 31st

Air  Defense  Artillery
Brigade and the Installation
Equal Employment
Opportunity office. Tickets
are $8 and must be pur-
chased in advance. For tick-
ets, contact unit Equal
Opportunity advisers, or the
EEO office. For more infor-
mation, call 442-5895.

Research workshop

Webster University and
the Fort Sill Education
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BANKRUPTCY
Chapter 7&13

FREEFE Consultation

We are a debt relief agency.
We help people file for bankruptcy relief

@Hilbem Law, PLLC
405-213-1919 ¢ david@hilbernlaw.com

Associated with Foshee & Yaffe
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We Buy Gold

We Pay Top Dollar For
Your Scrap Jewelry!

#2 Central Mall ¢ Lawton, OK 73501 ¢ (580) 355-4119
Open Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m. -9 p.m. ¢ Sun. 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
www.grahamjewelry.net
We Are Located Next To Sears Inside Central Mall

e Silver

e Gold

¢ Platinum
¢ Diamonds

Jewelry

SHOW YOUR MILITARY ID AND RECEIVE
15% OFF SERVICE AND ACCESSORIES.
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S GADGET REPAIR

Cellular & Gadget Repair can help!

We can fix anything from a broken screen to a
water damaged phone. We also unlock phones to
be used with a different carrier, or for traveling

abroad. IPads,

IPods,

gaming consoles,

computers, and laptops can be serviced as well!

If you can’t leave base just, give us a call at
580-699-8081 and we'll set up arrangements
for you.

2203 NW Cache Rd.,
Located in between Whataburger and Check ‘N Go

We recycle, buy, and sell used phones for your convenience.

Lawton, OK 73505

Center are providing a free
workshop that covers the
elements to writing a good
research paper, specifically
in APA format. The work-
shop is May 5, from 9:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. at Harry S.
Truman Education Center,
Room 2. To further benefit
from the workshop please
bring an APA Manual, 6th
Edition. RSVP by April 27.
For more information call

353-5766 or email sill@web-
ster.edu.

RACH relocations

The following is a list of
clinic relocations in April by
Reynolds Army Community
Hospital.

n Physical therapy will
temporarily relocate to
Building 2776, Ringgold
Road April 27 and will start
seeing patients May 2.

German
Download Today
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http://www.jeremiah30-7to11.com

Email or Give Away

45 Day Free Trial
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WINDOWS
INSTALLED

FREE

v Custom Made White Vinyl

v/ Energy Efficient Glass

/ Easy Clean Tilt in Sashes -
v Lifetime Warranty includes Labor

Sooner State

ANY SIZE* [
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TOLL FREE

1-877-WINDOWS
(1-877-946-3697)

*Standard installation 4 window minimum

The Cats at The HiFi Shop are Now
Offering ... Military Financing E2 &
above - 90 days same as cash

Window Tint

Interstate

Car Batteries

- Rockford Fosgate * Alpine
- Chameleon Video * Denon
- Kenwood * JL Audio - PPI
* Polk Audio * Autopage

Come see ReRe, Mitch, Barbi, Keith,
Roscoe, Phil, Lisa,

& Optima

Corbett & Randy
We take trade-ins!

1314 W. Gore
Mon.-Sat.9-6

thehifishop.net

n The chiropractic clin-
ic will temporarily relo-
cate April 27 to 3E, rooms
159-160 in the hospital
and resume clinic hours
May 2.

n The pain management
clinic is relocated to the
internal medicine clinic in
the hospital.

n Orthopedics and podi-
atry will remain in the
same area, but will close
April 13-14 and reopen
April 16.

n Internal medicine will
make a permanent move to
the Family Medical Home on
the first floor of RACH in the
third week of April and will

resume seeing patients April
23.

RACH apologizes for any
inconveniences to cus-
tomers while they finalize
renovations to improve the
facility.

Garage sale

Permits are on sale now for
the postwide garage sale,
which is May 5 in the BOLC
Parking Lot on Crane Road
from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Permits
for Family & MWR author-
ized patrons who wish to sell
in the BOLC parking lot cost
$20. Permits may be pur-
chased at Adventure Travel in
Building 4700. The event is
open to the public for shop-

ping.
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FIRST MORTGAGE I.oANs

15 20 30
YEAR YEAR YEAR
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Fixed Rate*| Fixed Rate*| Fixed Rate*

*Rates and terms based on credit worthiness and subject
to approval, change and some conditions apply.
*Ends April 21, 2012. 15 year APR 3.697%,

20 year APR 4.078%, 30 year APR 4.310%.

Not available on existing FSFCU loans.

Fort Sill

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

A Community Credit Union
Now
Everyone Gan Join! @
353-2124

Visit us online

www.fsfcu.com
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Federally Insured
by NCUA




