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94TH AAMDC HOLDS FIRST TURKEY BOWL 
Article and photos by Sgt. Louis C. Lamar, 94th AAMDC Public Affairs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AL I AM ANU M IL IT ARY RESERVE,  H AW AI I  – There  weren ' t  an y fancy “Super  Bowl ”  
ads ,  bu t  f o r  the  o f f icers ,  noncomm iss ioned o f f icers  (NCOs)  and en l is ted  so ld ie rs  o f  the  
94 th  Arm y A i r  and Miss i le  Defense Comm and (AAMDC) ,  the  Turkey Bowl  he ld  on  27 
Novem ber  2013,  was  the  foo tba l l  gam e o f  the  year .  

Bragg ing  r igh ts  f o r  the  year  were  a t  s take fo r  bo th  the  en l is ted  so ld ie rs ’  t eam  and the  
o f f icers ’  team ,  as  they ba t t l ed  i t  ou t  t o  c la im  the  t i t le  o f  “94 th  AAMDC Turkey Bowl  
Cham pions . ”  

I t  was  the  en l is ted  so ld ie rs ’  team  tha t  b rought  t he i r  “A-Gam e, ”  qu ick l y scor ing  the  f i r s t  
touchdown.  

“ I t  was  eas y,  i t  on l y t ook  us  about  15  seconds to  score , ”  sa id  Sta f f  Sgt .  Kenneth  K i rby,  
a  m em ber  o f  the  en l is ted  team  and the  94 th  AAMDC’s  Proper t y Book  noncomm iss ioned  
o f f icer - in -charge (NCOIC) .  

However ,  t he  o f f icers ’  team  proved  the y were  a  fo rce  to  be  reckoned w i th ,  when the y 
scored an am azing  touchdown jus t  m inutes  be fore  ha l f  t im e.  The f i r s t  ha l f  o f  the  gam e 
ended w i th  a  c lose  score  o f  8 -5 ,  w i th  the  o f f icers  t ra i l ing  b y th ree .  

“ I t ’ s  a l l  about  s t ra tegy and the  way you p lay the  gam e.  W e have a  sec re t  weapon tha t  
we are  wa i t ing  to  use , ”  sa id  L t .  Co l .  Bu l l  Bovee,  a  m em ber  o f  the  o f f icers ’  team  and 94th  
AAMDC’s  inspec tor  genera l .  

In  a  grue l ing  gr id - i ron  ba t t le  t he  en l is ted  team  defeated the  o f f icers ,  w inn ing  17-14 
and obta in ing  bragg ing  r igh ts  f o r  the  nex t  year  as  Turkey Bowl  cham ps .  Desp i te  t he i r  loss  
bo th  team s gave a  v igorous  show o f  s t rength ,  speed and  endurance th roughout  the  gam e.   

"94 th  was  exc i ted  about  com ing out  and bu i ld ing  un i t  cohes ion  th rough a  com pet i t i ve  
sp i r i t  on  the  f ie lds  o f  f r iend l y s t r i f e , "  sa id  t eam  coord ina tor  and  the  94th  AAMDC’s ,  
Headquar te rs  and Headquar te rs  Bat te r y (HHB)  Comm ander  Capt .  Peter  B ie r .  

Com ing together  and  work ing  together  is  what  rea l l y  se t  the  en l i s ted  team  apar t  f rom  
the  o f f icers ’  team .   

"W e had som e under ra ted  p layers  who showed up and p la yed rea l l y ,  rea l l y  we l l , "  sa id  
Spc .  W i l l ie  Mer r i l l ,  t he  en l is ted  team  quar te rback  and 94th  AAMDC genera tor  m echan ic .  
"There  was  no one p layer ;  i t  was  a  co l lec t i ve  e f fo r t  and we pu l led  o f f  the  win . "   
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The Turkey Bowl  is  an  A i r  Defense Ar t i l le r y 
(ADA)  t rad i t ion ,  s ta r ted  on  the  f ie lds  o f  For t  B l iss ,  
Texas ,  and in tended to  bu i ld  un i t y i n  the  face  o f  
an  en l is ted  versus  o f f icer  com pet i t ion .  The foo tba l l  
gam e,  usua l l y  p layed c lose  to  Thanksg iv ing ,  has  
t rave led  the  wor ld  as  i t  was  adopted  b y each ADA 
br igade/bat ta l ion  and  p la yed on  the  f ie lds  o f  the i r  
hom e s ta t ions .  

Novem ber  2013 m arks  the  f i r s t  94 th  AAMDC 
Turkey Bowl ,  and s ta r ts  the  new annua l  t rad i t ion  
o f  ADA en l is ted  so ld ie rs ,  NCOs and o f f icers  
engag ing  on the  f ie ld  o f  ba t t l e  i n  the  u l t im ate  
foo tba l l  gam e o f  the  year .  Bar r ing  an y un foreseen 
changes ,  the  94 th  AAMDC Turkey Bowl  wi l l  
t rad i t iona l l y  be  p laye d the  week  o f  Thanksg iv ing .  
Each team  is  a l l owed up to  15  p layers ,  a l l  o f  whom  
m us t  be  ass igned or  a t tached to  the  un i t .  
Add i t i ona l l y ,  each team  mus t  have a  fem ale  p la yer  
on  the  f ie ld  a t  a l l  t imes .  

" I t  was  a  lo t  o f  f un , "  sa id  1s t  Sgt .  Joseph Co l l ins ,  94 th  AAMDC’s  HHB f i r s t  sergeant .  

Footba l l  i n  an y fo rm  is  usua l l y  an  en joyab le  event .  T rad i t i ona l l y ,  f oo tba l l  season is  a  
conf i rm at ion  o f  the  approach ing  ho l idays .   

Th is  year  [2013 ] ,  the  o f f icers ,  NCOs and en l is ted  m em bers  o f  the  94 th  AAMDC k icked 
o f f  the i r  upcom ing ho l ida y season in  f r iend ly com pet i t i on .  B lowing o f f  pent  up  s t ress  and 
m om entar i l y  re leas ing  the  da y- to -day pressure  assoc ia ted  w i th  m i l i ta r y l i f e .  Each team  
m em ber  on  the  f ie ld  i dent i f ied  no t  on l y w i th  the i r  teamm ates ,  bu t  a lso  w i th  each  team  
m em ber  s tand ing  face- to - face  w i th  them  on the  o ther  s ide  o f  the  sc r immage l i ne .  

I t  i s  the  assoc ia t ion ,  i dent i f i ca t ion  and so l idar i t y  tha t  bu i ld  a  team  on and o f f  the  f ie ld .  
I t  i s  what  bu i lds  un i t  espr i t  de  corps ,  cohes ion  and team  sp i r i t ,  gam e or  m iss ion  or ien ted .  
Th is  is  the  im por tance o f  the  Turkey Bowl  and the  inherent  t rad i t ion  i t  passes  f rom  
p la yer - to -p la yer  and spec ta tor - to -spec ta to r .  For  those few m oments ,  ever yone is  in  t he  
gam e regard less  o f  team ,  pos i t ion  or  ro le .  

However ,  t ha t  be ing  sa id ,  there  is  a  sa t is fac t ion  tha t  com es  w i th  earn ing  bragg ing  
r igh t  and the  w inners ’  t i t l e .  The f i r s t  annua l  94 th  AAMDC Turkey Bowl  cham pionsh ip  t i t le  
went  t o  the  NCO/en l is ted  team .  The o f f icers  now have a  fu l l  yea r  to  p lan  the i r  com eback  
fo r  the  nex t  encounte r  on  the  f ie ld  o f  ba t t le .  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

94th AAMDC ENLISTED TEAM 
2013 TURKEY BOWL CHAMPIONS 

 


