










VaDor Trails 

Learnto SIIPUIU~ 
"I was dead tired. I felt like I'd been 

on a 30-mile road march," said Sp4 
Ronnie Barnes. "It was all worth it. I 
learned to protect myself from radia- 
tion. We hung in there, and we were 
proud to receive compliments from the 
XO, first sergeant and commander." 

Barnes, a light-wheeled vehicle 
driver, was just one soldier of Head- 
quarters Battery, 1st Battalion, 55th 
Air Defense ~ g i l l e r ~ ,  Fort Polk, La., 
who ~ a r t i c i ~ a t e d  -in riaorous nuclear. 
biolo&cal a i d  chemical training dur: 
ing a field exercise. 

The first two days of the threeday 
exercise consisted of establishing d e  
fense positions, practicing small-arms 
air defense, digging foxholes and 
attending first-aid classes. The exhaus- 
tive training included two successful -
night operations. 

Weary, following the intense two 
days of field training, soldiers then 
observed vehicle decontamination pro- 
cedures and attended a briefing given 
by the 45th Chemical Company. 

They were asked, "Should a nuclear 
war occur, how best could soldiers sur- 
vive after coming in contact with chem- 
ical agents?" 

Soldiers participated in seven situa- 
tions with hands-on, mission-oriented 
protective posture four (MOPP 4) train-
ing- Working in pairs, the soldiers 
helped each other remove contami- 
nated clothing. They learned and prac- 

ticed safe procedures for accomplish- 
ing these tasks. 

Helmets, personal gear and weapons 
were dipped in barrels of simulated 
cleaning solution, rinsed and then put 
in plastic bags. 

"The training was set up well," said 
PFC Tim Coogan, a personnel admin- 
istration clerk. "It's much more realis- 
tic to run through decontamination 
stations than to only have classroom 
lectures." 

by Bill Smith 

1/62 1w mlnlnfi Rollnod nr UadOr8' muestlons 
Exercise Opportune Journey was 

geared to sharpen weak skill areas for 
1st Battalion, 62nd Air Defense Artil- 
lery, Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, b e  
fore its Army Training and Evaluation 
Program (ARTEP). 

Sp4 Shawn Cole, C Battery, 1/62 ADA, checks 
his Chaparral missile system before the live 
fire exercise. (Photo by Sp4 Robert P. Lindsay) 

"We based the training on sugge .rtions from senior NCOs and officere on 
the areas that needed refining," said 
1st Lt. William Teeman, assistant 5-3, 
Headquarters and Headquarters Bat- 
tery, 1/62 ADA. 

Opportune Journey began with a 
field training exercise in which the 
1/62 ADA's mission was to provide 
low-altitude air defense coverage for 
the 26th Infantry Division by destroy- 
ing hostile aircraft or nullifying their 
effectiveness. 

Teeman explained that the air d e  
fense artillery unit's missions were 
based on an operations order given by 
the division. The unit then wrote ite 
own operations order accordingly, 
maneuvered, set up positions, estab- 
lished a i r  defense coverage and  
changed missions while maintaining 
air defense coverage for the entire 
division. 

"It starts when the division gives us 
the defense priorities," Teeman said. 
"Then we break it down towho is going 
to cover what." Following the field 
t ra ining exercise a n d  battal io 
ARTEP, the unit conducted live fires t@ 
the Pohakuloa Training Area on the 
island of Hawaii. 

Vulcan gunners fired a t  a red 
streamer pulled by a streaker, aremote- 
controlled mechanism. The streaker 
lent realism to the live fire by flying 

It's apparent that PFC Donald Curry, B Battery, 
1/62 ADA, made a hit during the live fire exer- 

contaminants. (Photo by Bill Smith) cise. (Photo by Sp4 Robert P. Lindsay) 
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- 'fferent courses, much like a n  air- 
-raft. A device in the streaker provided 
hit or miss data to determine gunner 
proficiency. 

The exercise ended with a two-day 
Chaparral and Redeye annual service 
practice. Twelve missiles were fired by 
the crews with the highest drill scores. 

The exercise, according to Teeman, 
allowed the unit to work out minor 
problems in basic soldiering skills and 
tasks necessary to perform the air de- 
fense mission. "It gave us the oppor- 
tunity to test our gunners' proficiency 
with Vulcans, Redeyes and Chapar- 
rals, which helps us assess our training 
program implemented during the year. 
This was probably the most important 
outcome of the entire exercise," he said. 

by Sp4 Robert P. Lindsay 

gave soldiers an  idea of what life would 
be like in captivity. 

The "prisoners" were subjected to 
hostile interrogations designed to force 
them to give more .than name, rank, 
serial number and date of birth. The 
interrogators tried to get the prisoners 
to sign incriminating confessions for 
the enemy. 

They also underwent a political in- 
doctrination with revolutionary music 
playing in the backgroud. 

After a night with no sleep or food, 
an  exhausting road march and severe 
harassment, the soldiers returned to 
real life and freedom, agreeing that life 
as  a prisoner of war would be "pretty 
grim." 

by CWO 3 Garry L. Smith 

makes a final bore-sight alignment before 
moving up on the firing line. (Photo by Sp4 
Leslie Messina) 

live-fire gunnery a t  Todendorf. "The 
whole environment is better, and the 
troops get into training more than they 
do in garrison or even Grafenwoehr." 

After a week of ground gunnery train- 
ing a t  nearby Putlos training area, 
3/67 ADA Vulcan crews headed to 
Todendorf for the challenge of livefire 
aerial gunnery qualification and per- 
formance evaluation. 

Dur ing  t h e  two-week exercise, 
Vulcan crews also practiced crew 
drill, aircraft recognition and bore- 
sight alignment. 

"Though live fire is the highlight of 
Todendorf, all of the training con- 
ducted there is important for the well- 
rounded ADA crewmember," said 
SSgt. Avery T. Gibbs, B Battery. 

Gibbs, a squad leader, noted that  his 
troops seemed intense about mission 
accomplishment a n d  concentrated 
extra energy in hopes of being rated 

i/3 Alr Detenders 
Incarcerated In Brim 
Prlsoner ot War Camp 

"A feeling of power" is what Sgt. 
Tony Nicholson, a Vulcan crewman, 
gets out of aerial gunnery. "There's a 
special feeling with live rounds that 
you don't get with simulators. Live fire 
definitely shakes you - there's plenty 
of noise and power." 

For the soldiers of 3rd Battalion, 
67th Air Defense Artillery, 3rd Infan- 
try Division, West Germany, Vulcan 
gunnery also means a mass migration 
to northern Germany where fresh chal- 
lenges await. 

"Nothing compares to this type of 
training," said Pvt. 2 Robert S. Friant, 
an  A Battery Vulcan driver, about the 

Air defense artillery soldiers faced 
some of the grim realities of being pri- 

m n e r s  of war during recent training a t  
~ r t  Campbell, Ky. 
After a day of classroom instruction 

in survival, evasion, resistance and 
escape tactics, soldiers of C Battery, 1st 
Battalion, 3rd Air Defense Artillery, 
took part in  a n  all-night operation. The 
operation ended the next morning in a 
march and incarceration in a prisoner 
of war camp. 

Guards and camp cadre from the 
Prisoner of War Interrogation Section. - . - - - - - . - - - - 
Collection and Jamming Company, 
311th Military Intelligence Battalion, 
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(Photo by Sp4 Leslie Messina) 
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a p  rorcle r. nnurprly, D dattery,3/ CJ, nu-, UJWJ UIball LV ,rack theaerial tar,,. ,,,,efiring. 
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--hungry prisoner of war from C Battery, 1 /3 
ADA, refuses food offered by the enemy in 
exchange for information. (Photo by CWO 3 
Garry L. Smith) 
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