




























3-4 ADA 
(Continued lrom pago 9) 
vide air defense of the Tocumen 
airport. 

Late in the afternoon of Dec. 2 1, 
the Stinger platoon was given the 
mission to secure a key TV relay 
tower to ensure the successful 
broadcast of President Guillermo 
Endara's inaugural address to the 
Panamanian people. With only 
their individual weapons and a few 
LAWS, claymores and grenades 
they air assaulted to the top of the 
mountain. They immediately se- 
cured the relay tower, and de- 
fended it throughout the President's 
nationwide address. 

During the invasion of Panama, 
the air defenders contributed signif- 
icantly to the highly successful sus- 
taining operations of the 82nd Air- 
borne Division. Elements of the 
Stinger platoon provided road block 
support at Panama Viejo and 
moved to the Maniott Hotel to pro- 
vide essential protection for the 
'Cash for Weaponsw program. 
They continued to participate in the 
defense of convoys as guards. The 
troopers at Fort Espinar were given 
a variety of missions such as patrols, 
guarding POWs, road block support 
and guarding a large oil refinery 
north of Coco Solo. 

During the redeployment to Fort 
Bragg, some of the troopers air- 
landed with the missiles and ve- 
hicles, but most of the air defenders 
returned the same way they went: 
they jumped out of C-14 1 aircraft 
in true paratrooper form. The re- 
unions were memorable and the re- 
turn jump was especially impressive. 
Although two of our soldiers re- 
ceived Purple Hearts because of 
wounds and injuries sustained dur- 
ing the initial hours of the invasion, 
we brought everyone home alive, 
and every Airborne air defender 
eventually returned to duty. 

The 82nd Airborne Division owes 
much of its success during this oper- 
ation to its frequently rehearsed 
contingency plans. The division is 
ready to deploy anywhere in the 
world on a moment's notice to ex- 
ecute many divergent contingency 
plans. Although many of the plans' 
objectives are predictable, others, 
such as the 1983 liberation of the 
Caribbean island of Grenada, come 
as a complete surprise upon deploy- 
ment. The events leading up to the 
execution of Operation Just Cause 
were not unique in many ways to 
our normal contingency plan devel- 
opment, rehearsal and execution 
cycle. 

The Airborne air defenders lived 
up to our greatest expectations of 
them as warriors and air defenders, 
in keeping with the finest traditions 
of our branch and our Army. Once 
the possibility of a Panamanian air 
threat was removed, the 3-4th ADA 
paratroopers were integrated into 
each part of the 82nd Airborne Di- 
vision's combat sustaining opera- 
tions. The air defenders performed 
each diverse and demanding mis- 
sion magnificently. 

Thls article Is based on information supplied 
by U Col. Don Klrk, Capt Bob BerUan, 1 ot 
U Ira Hamm, 1rt U Ken Hubbard, SSgt. 
Mlchael A. Narh and Maj. Greg Parller, all 
with 3-4th ADA. 

July-August 1990 



































.50-caliber on FAAD vehicles 

Army Considering XM-293 

R ecent trends in air defense 
system development con- 
centrate on the use of mis- 

siles as the primary antiaircraft 
weapon, guns having been relegated 
to serve as secondary armament 
against aerial threats and as the pri- 
mary armament against ground tar- 
gets. However, proper selection of 
the type and caliber machine gun 
can provide accurate anti-air capa- 
bility in addition to formidable 
ground-to-ground firepower. 

A new .SO-caliber, single-barrel 
weapon system, presently under 
consideration by the U.S. Army as 
part of the secondary armament for 
at least one of the new forward area 
air defense vehicles, has been de- 
veloped and produced in Belgium 
by FN Herstal s.a. (FNH). The 
United States has already adopted 
two other FNH developments, the 
5.56mm M-249 Squad Automatic 
Weapon and the 7.62rnm M-240 
machine gun. The new .SO-caliber 
weapon, designated the M-3P by 
FNH, is known as the XM-293 in 
Army circles. 

The M-3P is a derivative of the 
United States' AN-M3 aircraft ma- 
chine gun and has many compo- 
nents in common with the vener- 
able .50-caliber M-2 heavy barrel 
vehicle and infantry model machine 
gun. The modifications from the 
original AN-M3 design increase the 
reliability at a rate of fire considered 
to be the maximum for this caliber 
in a recoil-operated weapon of this 
design. Similarities between the 
M-2 and M-3P are such that the 
M-3P can be co-produced on the 
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same production line as the M-2. 
The M-3P delivers accurate f i e  

at an effective range of 1,850 me- 
ters with maximum range out to 
3,000 meters. Engineering studies 
have confirmed what common 
sense would indicate, that for the 
short time on target experienced in 
ground-to-air combat, hit probabili- 
ty increases as the rate of fire in- 
creases. The M-3P develops a rate 
of fire of up to 1,100 rounds per 
minute - more than twice that of 
an infantry M-2. 

While the merits of larger calibers 
are certainly worth consideration, 
certain important advantages ac- 
crue to the .SO-caliber system. The 
.5 0-caliber ammunition has excel- 
lent ballistic characteristics and a 
relatively short flight time. Ammu- 
nition impulse is low compared to 
larger calibers, resulting in lower re- 

coil loads - a must for deployment 
on lightweight structures. The M-3P 
is a self-powered weapon, eliminat- 
ing the need to provide drive power 
from the turret - another weight- 
saving measure. 

Another advantage to the S O -  
caliber system is its ability to share 
the ammunition supply with mem- 
bers of the armored vehicle com- 
munity, such as the M-1 tank and 
M- 113 armored personnel carrier, 
which use the M-2. System cost is 
another consideration. Not only is 
the ammunition less costly than 
larger calibers, but the M-3P system 
itself is about one-quarter to one- 
third the cost of 20mm or .SO-cali- 
ber Gatling systems. 

An air defense system becomes 
vulnerable to aerial threats if there 
are no missiles ready to fire or if the 
threat enters the airspace where the 
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