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CW4 (Ret) Sam J. Pignatella enlisted in the Army in 1966, rising to the rank of E6 

in his first enlistment. He served in Alaska and New York before attending HAWK 
Warrant Officer School. He was appointed as a Warrant Officer in 1972. 

 
He served at battery level in Fort Bliss, Texas, and two tours in Korea. The first 

tour in Korea, 1973, was with A Battery, 1-44 ADA. In 1976 he served another tour in 
Korea, again with 1-44 ADA. This time at Battalion level, as an Electronic Material 
Maintenance Officer. Between his two tours in Korea, he served as Senior Hawk 
Evaluator for Annual Service Practice and Tactical Effectiveness Evaluation for the 
Commander at Ft Bliss. This included evaluations of Israeli, Jordanian, Kuwaiti, 
Saudi, Japanese, and Chinese Hawk units. 

 
In 1980 and 1981, CW4 (Ret) Pignatella served as Senior Technical Advisor to 

Saudi Arabia during the Iran/Iraq War. He returned to Southwest Asia and served 
from 1984 to 1986 as an Advisor to Kuwait. In between these tours, he was Chief, 
Test and Evaluation, BMD Directorate. He was in charge of Test and Evaluation at 
USAADASCH for National Missile Defense development. He also attended the 
resident Warrant Officer Senior Course. His last assignment before retiring in 1988 
was at Fort Bliss as a Test Officer, TSM-FAAD. He was instrumental in the 
successful fielding of the SHORAD weapons systems-Avenger, Linebacker, FAAD 
C2I and Sentinel radar. 

 
His education includes numerous maintenance courses including Hawk & 

Improved Hawk; Nike Hercules; and Safeguard. He graduated from the Warrant 
Officer Senior Course. He attended the State of New York Regents College and 
graduated from New York University with a Bachelor Degree in History. 

 
CW4 (Ret) Pignatella’s military decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal 

(4th OLC); Army Commendation Medal (4th OLC); Air Force Commendation Medal; 
Good Conduct Medal; National Defense Service Medal; Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal; Army Service Ribbon; Overseas Service Ribbon (5th OLC). 

 
Since his retirement, CW4 (Ret) Pignatella continued contributing to the defense 

of his country and supporting the U.S. Army, especially Air Defense Artillery and Fort 
Bliss, Texas. He has served as President of the Omar N. Bradley Chapter of the 
Association of the United States Army from July 1996 to July 1998 and as council 
member of the ADA Association from March 1988 to March 1997. 

 

 


