
263rd Air Defense Artillery Regiment 
South Carolina Army National Guard 

Coat of Arms 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Shield 
Gules, on a cross of the field 
fimbriated or two cannon in pale of 
the last. 

 
Crest 

That for the regiments and separate 
battalions of the South Carolina Army 
National Guard: On a wreath of the 
colors, or and gules, upon a mount 
vert a palmetto tree proper. 
 

Motto 
Unsurrendered  

Symbolism 
The shield is red for artillery. The red cross of Saint George 
symbolizes the origin of the regiment prior to the War of the 
American Revolution. The two cannon are old trophies of the 
regiment. 

 
Distinctive Insignia 

The distinctive insignia is the shield and motto of the coat of 
arms. 

 

Lineage and Honors 

 

Organized in 1756 at Charles town as the Artillery Company of Charles Town, commanded by Captain Christopher 
Gadsden. Chartered 31 July 1760 by the colony of south Carolina. Expanded, reorganized and redesignated in 1775 as 
the Charles Town Battalion of Artillery. Surrendered 12 May 1780 to the British forces at Charles Town. Reconstituted in 
1783 as the Charleston Battalion of Artillery and organized at Charleston. Attached 17 December 1794 to the 7th Brigade, 
2nd Division, South Carolina Militia. Expanded, reorganized and redesignated 16 December 1797 as the 1st Regiment of 



Artillery. Provisional battalion from the 1st Regiment of Artillery, commanded by Major John P. Felder, mustered into 
federal service 6 November 1814 at Charleston; mustered out of federal service 3 March 1815 at Charleston. Elements of 
the 1st Regiment of Artillery mustered into federal service 6-7 April 1836 at Charleston. While remaining in state of 
service during the civil war, the 1st Regiment of Artillery furnished personnel for the German Artillery battery and the 
Washington Artillery, volunteer units in the confederate States Army. The German Artillery Battalion disbanded in April 
1865 at Camden, South Carolina; remaining artillery units surrendered 26 April 1865 with the Army of the Tennessee at 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 
 
Reorganized in 1878 in the South Carolina Volunteer Troops at Charleston as the 1st Regiment of Artillery. Reorganized in 
1883 as the German Artillery and Lafayette Artillery. 
 
Lafayette Artillery consolidated 1 May 1892 with the Beaufort Volunteer Artillery (see Annex) and the Chicora Rifles 
(organized February 1890 at Mount Pleasant, as Company F, 1st battalion of Infantry) to form the Naval battalion; 
concurrently withdrawn from the South Carolina Volunteer Troops and allotted to the South Carolina Naval Militia. South 
Carolina Naval Militia called into active federal service 8 April 1917 at home stations to serve on patrol duty with the 
United States Navy off the coast of south Carolina; personnel demobilized in 1919. 
 
Reorganized 21 July 1923 in the South Carolina National Guard as the 1st Coast Defense Command, Coast Artillery 
Corps. Redesignated 31 July 1925 as the 263rd Coast Artillery Battalion. Expanded, reorganized and redesignated 10 
June 1930 as the 263rd Coast Artillery. Headquarters federally recognized 14 June 1930 at Beaufort. (3rd Battalion, 263rd 
Coast Artillery, reorganized and redesignated 10 December 194 as the 107th Separate Battalion, Coast Artillery (see 
below.) 
 
Harbor Defense of Charleston redesignated 30 June 1945 as the 263rd Coast Artillery and inactivated at Fort Moultrie, 
South Carolina. 
 
1st Battalion, 263rd Coast Artillery, reorganized and federally recognized 4 April 1947 as the 713th Antiaircraft Artillery gun 
Battalion with Headquarters at Lancaster. Ordered into active federal service 15 August 1950 at home stations; released 14 
June 1952 from active federal service and reverted to state control. Redesignated 1 October 1953 as the 713th Antiaircraft 
Artillery Battalion. 
 
2nd Battalion, 263rd Coast Artillery, reorganized and federally recognized 15 April 1947 as the 678th Antiaircraft Artillery 
Automatic Weapons Battalion with Headquarters at Anderson. Redesignated 1 October 1953 as the 678th Antiaircraft 
Artillery Battalion. 
 
107th Separate Battalion, Coast Artillery, inducted into federal service 10 February 1941 at home stations. Reorganized 
and redesignated 13 November 1943 as the 107th Antiaircraft Artillery Automatic Weapons Battalion. Inactivated 5 
December 1944 in Italy. Reorganized and federally recognized 10 February 1947 with Headquarters at Newberry. 
Redesignated 1 October 1953 as the 10th Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion. 
 
Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 263d Coast Artillery, and the 713th, 678th and 107th Antiaircraft Artillery battalions 
consolidated 1 April 1959 and consolidated unit reorganized and redesignated as the 263rd Artillery, a parent regiment 
under the Combat Arms Regimental System, to consist of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Automatic Weapons Battalions and the 4th 
Detachment. Reorganized 1 January 1968 to consist of the 2nd Battalion. Redesignated 1 November 1972 as the 263rd Air 
Defense Artillery. Reorganized 1 August 1975 to consist of the 2nd Battalion, an element of the 26th Infantry Division. On 7 
April 1987 from the Combat Arms Regimental system and reorganized under the United States Army Regimental System 
with Headquarters at Anderson. Reorganized 1 October 1988 to consist of the 1st and 2nd Battalions. 
 
Annex 
Organized 21 February 1776 at Beaufort as the Beaufort Volunteer Artillery. Assigned 18 October 1776 to the 4th South 
Carolina Regiment (Continental) (Artillery). Surrendered 12 May 1780 to the British forces at Charles Town. Reorganized 
in 1800 in the South Carolina Militia at Beaufort as the Beaufort Volunteer Artillery; incorporated 20 December 1820. 
Consolidated about 1843 with the Beaufort Volunteer Guards (incorporated 18 December 1824 at Beaufort) and 
consolidate unit redesignated as the Beaufort Volunteer Company of Artillery. Mustered into Confederate service 14 
March 1862 at Beaufort. Surrendered April 1865 near Greensboro, North Carolina, with the Army of the Tennessee. 



Reorganized 12 March 1878 in the South Carolina volunteer Troops at Beaufort. 

Campaign Participation Credit 
Revolutionary War 

Charleston 1776-1780 
Savannah 1778-1779 
South Carolina 1775 
South Carolina 1779 

                                                                                    War of 1812 
Steamer Without Inscription. 

Civil War 
Confederate Service 

Sumter 
South Carolina 1862 
South Carolina 1863 
South Carolina 1864 
South Carolina 1865 
North Carolina 1865 

World War II 

Tunisia 1942-1943 
Sicily 1943 (with arrowhead) 

Rome -Arno 1944 
Southern France 1944 (with arrowhead) 

Battery B (Easley), 2nd Battalion 
Additionally Entitled 

Northern France 1944 
Rhineland 1944-1945 

Decorations 
None 

 

 

 


