FORT SILL CHILD DEVELOFMENT SERVICES
INFANT OBSERVATION FORM

Name Center

Frogram/Age Group

Caregiver

Date

Time

Instructions for Observation

Each observation should be 1 hour. Review and familiarize
vourself with this form prior to scheduled observation. You can
i1l out the form during the visit or take notes and complete the
form later. Ee sure to allow some time teo just watch without
writing, in order to observe the teacher/child interaction and
classroom management. If certain information is not observed

during the visit,; you may ask qgquestions to the center staff,
Director, or Curriculum Training Specialists.

Teacher—-Child Relationships
and Interaction

) Very Some No Not
Caregivers appear: much _what Observed
warm and friendly

calm and gentle
to enjoy being with infants
to have respect for infants

What types of interaction did you observe that supports your
answers?

2. Caregivers use infant’ s names
when speaking to them and look
directly into the infant’'s eyes.

‘A. Caregivers talk to infants during
routine. Caregivers tell infants
what they are doing and what will
happen next {(i.e. "Leslie, I'm
going to pick you up now so we can
go to the changing table.™)
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INFANT ORSERVATION FORM - CONT

Very Some No
much what

observed

'Caregivers talk to infants in

calm voices.

Give some examples of what you observed:.

Caregivers name people and things
in the environment. There is much
talking to every infant about what
the infant is doing, seeing,
feeling, tasting, hearing, or
smelling.

'Caregivers hold and cuddle the

infants often.

Careqgivers answer infant’'s cry

uickly. ~(BRy going to the infant
or verbally if the caregiver is
busy with another infant.) Infants
are not left to cry it out.

Caregivers react to what infants

do with encouragement and delight.

'Examples of what was observed:.

10,

Caregivers encourage the infant’'s

efforts to communicate by repeating
sounds back to him/her.

Caregivers greet infants as they
arrive and help them say goodbye
to parents.

vamples of what you observed:.

ry



INFANT OBSERVATION FORM — CONT.

Very Some No Not
much what observed
11. Caregivers appear to know each
infant well (i.e. when he/she
is usually hungry or sleepy,
what things upset or soothe him/
her).
Examples of what was observed:.
Health and Safety
Very Some No Not
much what observed

There are no small or broken

toys present that infants could
swallow or otherwise hurt
themsel ves.

'Caregivers wash their hands

before and after changing
diapers.

Caregivers wash their hands

before feeding infants.

Infant’s hands are washed after

each diaper change.

Infant ‘s hands are washed before

and after eating.

'Changing table is disinfected

with bleach and water solution
atter each use.




10,

11.

INFANT OESERVATION FORM — CONT

Only items necessary for diaper

changing are in changing area.
(food, pacifiers, toys are
Not left om changing table)

Infants are held for all feed-

ings. Infants who can, sit in
highchairs. Bottles are not
propped or given to infants in
cribs.

'Diaper checks are made hourly

or sooner if needed.

Toys are disinfected daily or
more often if necessary.

Changing area is not adjacent
to eating area.

Program_Information

Vﬁctivity plan includes activities

for individual infants to
support their stage of
development and energy skills.

svamples of activities you
observed: .

Very Some No Nat

much what observed
7Very Some No Not
much what observed.




INFANT OBSERVATION FORM — CONT

Very Some
much__ what

No

Not
observed

VPlenty of time is allowed for

routines such as eating, diaper
changing, greetings, and getting
children to sleep. These times
are used to talk to infants

or give individual attention.

Infants are allowed to follow

their own normal sleep and feed-
ing schedules. All infants are
not sleeping, eating, or playing
at the same time.

Infants have opportunities to

xplore the environment outside
the crib. Children are not
left in playpens or cribs when
they are not sleeping.

‘Infants are taken outside daily,

weather permitting.

Infants are encouraged to develop

self-help skills as they are
showing interest and readiness.
(Examples: holding spoon,

finger foods, picking things up)

There is a variety of materials

and toys available to encourage
development and provide
stimulation.



