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The figure on Page 35 in the March-
April article “TLP for Light Company
Fire Support Planning for the Defense”
[by Sergeant First Class Jeffrey A.

Mubarak] has an error. The figure lim-
its the registration corrections for mor-
tars to 800-mm short of and 800-mm
beyond the registration point. However,

Correction to “TLP for Light Company
Fire Support Planning for the Defense”

Corrected Figure 3: Targets outside the valid registration area require additional registra-
tion points, which adjusts the ammunition requests, tasks for mortars and time line.
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Figure 14-4 on Page 14-4 of FM 23-91
Mortar Gunnery illustrates that regis-
tration corrections may be applied 1500-
mm short of and 1500-mm beyond the
registration point along the gun-target
line. [The figure is shown corrected
with this letter.]

The difference is significant and must
be understood by fire supporters. It
should be noted that the 1500-mm trans-
fer limit is the same regardless of the
size of the mortar.

More information about registering
mortars can be found in CALL [Center
for Army Lessons Learned] Bulletin
99-3 at http://call.army.mil/products/
ctc_bull/99-3/chap4.htm. Figure 14-4
of  FM 23-91 can be viewed online http:/
/www.adtdl.army.mil/cgi-bin/atdl.dll/
fm/23-91/ch14.htm#pl.

SFC Sean Harris, FA
C Battery, 319th AFAR

82d Airborne Div, Fort Bragg, NC

Every good fire support officer (FSO)
will have a “Smart Book” that includes
maximum ranges for various projec-
tile-powder combinations, maximum
effective ranges of friendly and enemy
direct fire systems, smoke planning fac-
tors and other such information to help
him do his job. He gathers this informa-
tion in one location and commits the
majority of it to memory for immediate
recall. When riding in a track or walk-
ing in total darkness, he won’t have
time to fumble with his Smart Book and
find basic planning data.

Now there is an “FSO Handbook” on
line to help the FSO. ST 6-20-20 FSO
Handbook provides some consider-
ations for the type of material that should
be in an FSO’s Smart Book. ST 6-20-20

was written by the Fire Support Divi-
sion of the Fire Support and Combined
Arms Operations Department of the
Field Artillery School, Fort Sill, Okla-
homa. The handbook is on line at http://
sill-www. army.mil/faccc/ and is a stu-
dent text for the Field Artillery Captains
Career Course.

The FSO handbook does not replace
doctrinal manuals or a unit’s standing
operating procedures (SOPs). However,
it fills a how-to gap. Doctrine does not
explain the “how” of the task force
FSO’s job. ST 6-20-20 also is not a
book of checklists. Finally, this book of
tactics, techniques and procedures
(TTPs) is not intended as a “how to fight
at the Combat Training Centers (CTCs)”
handbook.

FSO Handbook On Line

ST 6-20-20’s best use is as a founda-
tion of knowledge for FSOs to draw
upon to accomplish their jobs. If a unit
does not have a fire support SOP, then
the handbook can be used as a basis for
establishing that SOP.

Maj Alvin W. Peterson, USMC
Small Group Instructor, FSCAOD

FA School, Fort Sill, OK

Copies of previous editions of Field Artillery are now on line
at the Field Artillery Bulletin home page for download: sill-
www.army.mil/famag.

If interested, you can go  to “Previous Editions” on the home
page menu to read specific articles or download entire edi-
tions from the July-August 2001 edition back to the Decem-
ber 1987 edition.

The 2000 and 2001 editions are in PDF format. Next to the
“Selection” bar is the choice to download free Adobe Acrobat
PDF Reader software, as necessary.

Field Artillery Magazines On Line
The editions 1999 back through 1987 are in zip format. Be

prepared to download from 52 to 110 MB per magazine.
Other services on the home page include the current

“Author’s Guide,” with submission information, themes for
2002 and copy deadlines; the “Digital Photo Shooter’s Guide”;
“2002 Annual History Writing Contest Rules”; subscription
information; how to change your address; and links to other
military magazine and US Field Artillery Association home
pages.

Editor


