Deep Strike MLRS DS to the
Light Division Aviation Brigade

recent deployment of the 101st

Airborne Division (Air Assault),

Fort Campbell, Kentucky, tothe
National Training Center (NTC), Fort
[rwin, California, served as the training
ground for the Army’s new light-heavy
task force. For the battalion headquar-
ters employing simulated multiple-
launch rocket system (MLRS) launch-
ers, this rotation provided a test bed for
the initial concept development of a
deep strike, sensor-to-shooter architec-
ture for the light division. As the con-
cept s further developed, it could prove
avery effective means of employing the
high-mobility artillery rocket system
(HIMARS) to be fielded to the light
divisions in the next century.

by Captain Shannon D..Beebe

The results of these initial trials were
significant: We discovered MLRS works
very effectively in adirect support (DS)
role on the light forces’ battlefield.

Our goal was to leverage the deep
sensing capability of the OH-58D Kiowa
Warrior aerial scout helicopter and the
deep strike range of MLRS into a DS
role during the first phase of the opera-
tion: setting the conditions.

The process starts with the synthesis
of suspected enemy high-value targets
followed by the OH.38D obsggver con-
firmation of the which, in turn,
leads to MLRS fire
tion-artillery sensor-to-shoot team con-
cept facilitates the maneuver comman-

der’s ability to engage.the force on his

ssions. The avia-
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terms and shapehis-battlespace for fol-
low-on operations.

Filling a Need

The ability to strike deep, disrupting
the enemy’s battle rhythms well in ad-
vance of the actual engagement, is an
advantage MLRS brings to the light
forces. Attacking the enemy deep at
crucial times can change the battlefield
calculus in the friendly force’s favor,
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The light foree-has limited SenSor as
sets. Light divisions havene.unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs), no organic Stout.
platoons (found only at the battalion
level) and no combat observation lasing
team (COLT) assets. (The COLTSs are
brigade-level assets for shaping the bri-
gade’s close battlespace.)

The division has one long-range re-
connaissance detachment (LRRD). Al-
though highly trained and capable ©fi
serving as deep observers, the L RRD
teams must remain undetected and move
as little as possible to survive. This li-
mits their coverage area.

Applying today’s doctrinal employ-
ment procedures, commanders must ask
hard-hitting questions. Is it worth the
risk of infiltrating sensor assets with
limited mobility deep in enemy terri-
tory, risking them again during exfil-
tration? Is there another less risky, yet
effective way to shape the full depth of
battlespace? The answer to the second
question is, Yes.

MLRS DS to Aviation

By using the OH-58D to acquire high-
value targets—command and control
nodes; petroleum, oil and lubricant
(POL) dumps; logistics areas and for-
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ward arming and refuel points (FARPs)—
and linking them to DS MLRS units, the
maneuver commander can violently
strike the opposing forces with minimal
risk to his units.
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scouts can be proeessed immediately
and sent to the MLRS battalion.

The liaisonteam notonly brings MLRS
expertise to the aviation brigade, but
also the ability to process fire missions
seamlessly. The lightweight computer
unit (LCU) of the liaison team can talk
to the LCU of the MLRS battalion, and
the fire mission can be processed di-
rectly and quickly to the launcher.

As OH-58Ds go 20 to 30 kilometers
beyond the forward line of own troops
(FLOT), MLRS must be pushed well
forward on the battlefield—many times
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beyond the FLOT. The advantage is
that the faster fire missions are received,
the faster they can be executed and the
less time the launcher is exposed. But
there is a caveat: a security force must
protect the launchers while they com-
plete the mission forward.

How it Worked

During Rotation 98-02, the 101st Avia-
tion Brigade requested MLRS in direct
support during the setting-the-condi-
tions phase of one battle. The MLRS
liaison team moved to the aviation bri-
gadc headquarters with associated

equipment: single-channel ground and

prneradio system (SINCGARS) and
an LCU with initial fire support auto-
mated system (IFSAS) software. The

sequipment was linked directly to the
aviatio

brigade fire support element
FSE). The aerial scouts called in fire
ns though the aviation brigade to
ALRS battalion
Wetried the link two ways. In the first
mpt, we took fire missions from the
nd passed them directly to
battalion. The OH-58D has
ARS-the LCU of the MLRS
on can communicate with the
though this link worked,
ms. When a fire mission
goesdirectly fmm the aerial scout to the
n, certain fields in the

ust be changed before

ion can.be sent to the
—for example, the call-for-fire
to‘be changed to translate rounds to
eys. This wastes time. Also, a lack

¢ mis-

thed was to send
n the OH-58D to
e MLRS liai-
e battalion.
; aitted properly
formatted fire lons and resolved
any technical or tactical issues, allow-
ing the battalion to seamlessly process
the mission. We placed the liaison of-
ficer (LNO) with the aviation FSE and
sent the fire missions through him, elimi-
nating the need for many questions.
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The Next Step

Developing the aviation-artillery deep
strike option for the light forces will

take some open-mindedness on the part
of both the artillery and aviation com-
munities. Some in the artillery commu-
nity will point out that MLRS, accord-
ing to our doctrine, cannot be DS and
will cite the seven inherent responsibili-
ties of artillery—specifically the lack of
observers. This is the only one MLRS
cannot fulfill. Aerial scouts dynami-
cally tasked accomplish this.

The aviation community, although
more receptive to the idea, still fear the
OH-58Ds slowly will become aerial
observers and not allowed to use their
other capabilities—not the intent of the
employment tactic.

To further refine this sensor-shooter
architecture, commanders of both com-
munities must develop exercises focus-
ing on this link—both hands-on and simu-
lated—and incorporate the architecture’s
training and experimentation into exist-
ing exercises, including at the combat
training centers (CTCs).

During the 101st Division’s rotation
at the NTC, the aviation-artillery deep
strike architecture was a resounding
success. Using this architecture, the man-
euver commander can shape battlespace
on his terms across the depth of the op-
eration. This preserves combat resources
for the current operation, but more im-
portantly, for continued rapid violence
in future operations.

The benefits of further developing this
deep strike concept promise to be enor-
mous.
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Captain Shannon D. Beebe is the Assis-
tant S3 for the 3d Battalion, 27th Field
Artillery Regiment (Multiple-Launch
Rocket System), XVIIl Airborne Corps, at
Fort Bragg, North Carolina. The battalion
will receive the High-Mobility Artillery Roc-
ket System (HIMARS) prototype in the
spring of 1998 for testing and experimen-
tation. Captain Beebe also served on the
joint staff with the 1st Battlefield Coordi-
nation Detachment (BCD) at Fort Bragg,
working on the Army After Next Joint
Warfighting Project. He is a graduate of
the Joint Air Officer Staff Course at
Hurlburt Field, Florida, and the Space Ap-
plications Advanced Course at Peterson
AFB, Colorado. The author wishes to ac-
knowledge Major Gerald Pokorski, 101st
Aviation Brigade Fire Support Officer,and
his staff members Sergeant First Class
Timothy Lincoln and Chief Warrant Of-
ficer Two Frederick Hardy for their con-
tributions to this article.
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