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THE MARCH TO CONCENTRATION AND TWO-SIDED MANGEUVRES

The White battery commander fought his battery well, but was also
somewhat handicapped by lack of knowledge of the situation and absence
of a definite mission. His battery was usually a little too far from his
observation post, sometimes as much as 900 yards. This required a long
telephone line which in actual combat would have been difficult to
maintain. The action was progressing so rapidly that he would have been
compelled to abandon telephone lines in each position, and after several
changes of position he would have had no wire left.

A battery commander must keep this problem of communications
always in mind, particularly when operating with cavalry. It has a great
influence on the selection of position for the battery. He will find that in the
majority of cases the selection of a good observation post is the first
consideration. After this he selects a position, of which there are always a
number, that will offer easy communications. While there should always be
alternate means of communication, frequent use can and should be made of
semaphore.

It was noted on this and other days, that batteries habitually put their
caissons alongside the pieces in a direct fire position, with sections at
regular and frequently less than normal interval. As a result, batteries were
always very conspicuous to an artillery observer. When a battery is in a
direct fire position, every measure should be taken to screen and conceal
the guns and to make the target as inconspicuous and dispersed as possible.
Guns should be irregularly spaced and at more than normal interval.
Advantage should be taken of every terrain feature which will screen the
guns. It is very doubtful whether any battery commander or executive, after
his first battle experience in a direct fire position, will again put his
caissons in position alongside the pieces. He will probably thereafter
unload the ammunition as near the guns as safety and cover permitted, and
have it carried to the guns by hand.

It probably would have been better not to have attached the White
battery to the force holding the Sauz-Carlton line. The most critical points
for White were the two gates near 110. Had the White battery been in
position in the vicinity of 110 with an observation post just north thereof, it
could have supported both parts of the White brigade. This would have
eliminated one change of position and would have placed the battery very
early in an advantageous position to delay the advance of the Brown
column marching on 110, and at the same time cover the withdrawal of the
1st Cavalry through the gate just east of 110. As it was, the battery was out
of action for about fifty minutes while changing from the Sauz-Carlton line
to a position south of 110, during which movement the White force at 110
was engaged with a superior Brown force and needed artillery support.
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