


 
ON THE STANFORD UNIVERSITY SMOKE BOMB RANGE 

 
R.O.T.C. GUN CREW AT STANFORD UNIVERSITY 

The Advanced Course students wear the tailored uniform, while the Basic students wear the regular issue uniform. 
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CURRENT FIELD ARTILLERY NOTES 

additional piece of equipment. It was recommended that no mechanical 
device of this sort be adopted unless it could compete with the range tables 
in accuracy, durability, and ease of carrying and, especially, unless it 
contains all the data which the range tables contain. It is believed no 
additional equipment should be added in the organizations unless it is 
absolutely necessary. 

Telephone, Type EE-8.—This telephone is the new Signal Corps 'phone 
for all branches. It is put up in a compact leather case very much like the 
old field buzzer. The receiver and transmitter are in a separate case and can 
be furnished in the form of head, breast, or hand sets. The board was only 
allowed ten days to test the 'phone. In view of this short time, the only 
recommendations made were that the 'phone for artillery purposes should 
have all parts in one case and that it be returned for further test with no 
time restrictions. 

Monocord Switchboard, Four-line.—The switchboard furnished had 
various modifications over the present board, resulting in increasing its 
weight. Some of these modifications were undesirable. It was 
recommended that those switchboards now in stock be used without 
modifying, and that when new ones are designed they contain the following 
features: Cable, terminal strips, screw binding posts, operator's cord; and 
that the weight should not exceed ten pounds. 

Dodge on Chase Tracks.—This car had an added set of rear wheels with 
track of belting running over both sets of rear wheels. It was found that in 
mud the wheels slipped around inside the belting, resulting in no traction at 
all; in sand it was efficient. The load on the engine was excessive, 
damaging it considerably. In view of the much greater success obtained 
with vehicles equipped with balloon tires, further tests were abandoned and 
the vehicle reported as unsatisfactory. 

Ford Reconnaissance Car.—This car is a Ford chassis equipped 
with a racing body, containing four bucket seats. Its general appearance 
can be seen from the accompanying photograph. An additional gear-set 
is placed back of the Ford transmission, and balloon tires with 
appropriate wheels were added. In general, it has been found very 
satisfactory. It has been found almost impossible to "stick" and when 
"stuck," it is so light, weighing only 1200 pounds, that its passengers 
can readily push it out. Its main defect is its inability to run at speeds 
lower than seven or eight miles an hour. In other words, it could not 
stay in a marching column. There are also several other minor defects. 
A first preliminary report has been forwarded and the test is continuing 
with a view to remedying these defects. 
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Incomplete Tests: 
Training Regulations. 
Reel Carts. 
Sound and Flash Ranging. 
240-mm. Howitzer (Re-rifled and Unre-rifled, comparison of accuracy of). 
Pavesi Tractors. 
Machine Gun Brackets. 
Best Tractor. 
Raincoats. 
Indian Motorcycle. 
Cargo Carts. 
155-mm. Howitzer, 1920. 
Helmets. 
Modifications of 75-mm. Matériel. 
Signal Equipment Allowances. 
Efficiency of Shell Bursts. 
Firing by Means of Aerial Photographs. 
Wire Pikes. 
Gas Mask Carrier. 
Modifications of Harness. 

In Training Regulations, the 155 G.P.F., Service of the Piece, and 
Dismounted Drills and Ceremonies are undergoing revision; Field Artillery 
Instruction and Training is about 40 per cent. completed, but going slowly; 
and others are under study. 

The tests of the 240-mm. and 155-mm. howitzers have been delayed 
due to lack of fuzes and ammunition. 
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Annual Meeting 

THE regular annual meeting of the Association was held at the Army 
and Navy Club in Washington on the evening of December 4, 1924. The 
business meeting was preceded by a dinner, at which 58 members were 
present. 

Major Richard C. Burleson acted as toastmaster. Short addresses were 
made by Major-General William J. Snow, Chief of Field Artillery and 
President of the Association, Brigadier-General Paul B. Malone, 
Commanding the Second Field Artillery Brigade, Colonel Leroy W. 
Herron, 313th Field Artillery (Reserve), Colonel James E. Austin, 104th 
Field Artillery, New York National Guard, Major Benjamin F. Miller, F. A. 
and Major Robert M. Danford, F. A. The speeches were interspersed with 
songs by the members and with music by the Army Band orchestra. A 
notably spontaneous spirit in the members present made such an enjoyable 
evening that there is an insistent demand that the dinner be retained as a 
continuing custom. 

After the dinner the President took the chair and announced the 
convening of the 14th annual meeting of the Association. 

The Secretary read the call for the meeting, stated that notice of the 
meeting had been given to all members as required by the constitution, and 
announced that a quorum for the transaction of business was present in 
person or by written proxy. 

On motion the reading of the minutes of the last annual meeting was 
dispensed with and they were approved as published in THE FIELD 
ARTILLERY JOURNAL. 

The Secretary presented his annual report and the financial statements 
of the Treasurer. The President announced that he had appointed Major J. 
A. Crane and Captain E. C. W. Davis a committee to audit the Treasurer's 
financial statements, as required by Section 2 of Article VII of the 
constitution. The committee reported that the duty had been performed and 
that the accounts had been found to be correct. A motion was adopted 
approving the report of the committee. 

A vote was taken for Member of the Executive Council to fill the 
vacancy in the representation from the Regular Army caused by the 
expiration of the term of office of Major Maxwell Murray. Of the votes 
cast Major Maxwell Murray received two, Major Charles 
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S. Blakely two, Captain E. C. W. Davis one, and Brigadier-General Fox 
Conner twelve hundred and ninety-four. General Conner was declared 
elected. 

The business meeting then adjourned, and was followed by an 
interesting exhibition of motion pictures of scenes in the Army during the 
late war. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-TREASURER 

The financial affairs of the Association for the past year have been 
conducted at the profit shown by the following: 

Assets December 1, 1923 
Cash on hand ...................................................  $2,994.61 
Securities on hand ...........................................  15,000.00 $17,994.61
 –————————————
Assets November 30, 1924 
Cash on hand ...................................................  $2,463.12 
Securities on hand ...........................................  16,500.00 $18,963.12
 –————————————

Net gain ....................................................  $968.51

A detailed statement of the receipts and expenditures for our past fiscal 
year follows: 

RECEIPTS 
Cash on hand December 1, 1923 ...................... $2,994.61  
Membership dues ............................................. 6,392.16  
Advertisements ................................................. 3,534.81  
Interest .............................................................. 1,440.95  
Sales of books ................................................... 493.97  
Matured securities ............................................ 14,000.00  
Miscellaneous receipts ..................................... 14.00 $28,870.50

–————————————

EXPENDITURES 
Publishing THE FIELD ARTILLERY 

JOURNAL ....................................................... $8,176.63 
Miscellaneous printing ..................................... 176.40 
Postage .............................................................. 229.80 
Personal services .............................................. 520.00 
Office supplies, stationery, etc. ........................ 99.66 
Books ................................................................ 425.63 
Telephone and telegrams .................................. 76.40 
Authors, translators, draftsmen and

photographers ................................................ 563.45 
Rent ................................................................... 285.00 
Miscellaneous ................................................... 127.75 
Securities purchased ......................................... 15,720.16 
Cash on hand November 30, 1924 ................... 2,463.12 $28,870.50

–————————————
While our greatest interest lies perhaps in the conduct of future 

business, a short review of the past will give us an understanding 
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of the factors involved. The total actual expenses in 1922 were $9326 as 
against $10687 in this year, an increase of $1361. Last year was abnormal 
as we published seven JOURNALS and so it is not considered in this brief 
report. This increase in expenses was due to an increase in two items 
mainly: The publication of the JOURNAL in 1922 averaged $954 per issue; 
this year $1363 per issue. Seventy-nine dollars were paid to authors, 
translations, etc., in 1922; this year this item was $563. 

Referring to the greatest item of increased expense, the cost of 
publishing the JOURNAL, this increase is not due so much to increased rates 
for printing; it is due mainly to what we print. Printing desirable pictures, 
maps and drawings is what has increased the printer's charge. Procuring 
original articles and the maps and drawings to go with them represents 
another outlay. I believe the result of this added expense has met the 
approval of the members of the Association and no economy in this line 
seems to be desired so long as we do not incur a deficit. 

Looking to the future the quality of the JOURNAL depends on our 
income as I have pointed out. Beside this more money for personal 
services would be desirable. It would not only enhance the value of the 
JOURNAL; it would enable us to give better service to members and 
broaden the work of the Association. The income to cover any added 
expense for such purposes must evidently come from two sources: 
advertising and membership dues. 

In the matter of advertising members can assist to a greater extent than 
seems generally to be realized. Our circulation in the National Guard and 
Reserves goes to men who are much above the average in influence and 
importance. This is a desirable field. In the Regular Army the JOURNAL 
goes not only to army users but to practically every one of the men who are 
responsible for our buying. In the matter of post exchanges alone this 
buying runs into millions of dollars per year. Business firms recognize 
advertising as a legitimate part of their budget. Our per cent. of this is at 
present spent largely with outside mediums. The question is how can it be 
diverted to us. In the first place our members who come in contact with 
firms doing a nation-wide business with the army, can do much by 
suggesting these facts to them. Personal contact means everything in the 
matter. In the second place, exchange officers or others so situated, can 
write to firms who advertise in the JOURNAL or when placing orders, 
mention the fact that they have seen the firm's ad in the FIELD ARTILLERY 
JOURNAL. The exchange or other activity may already be a user of the 
article advertised, but a letter will assure the firm that the advertising is 
doing all that is expected of advertising. I believe our JOURNAL does render 
this service. 
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Referring now to the matter of membership—I need not here dwell 
upon the desirability of every field artilleryman belonging to the 
Association. That is of course fundamental. But I wish to again point out, 
as I did last year, the fact that every new member reduces our overhead. 
With our present enrolment this is a very appreciable consideration from a 
financial point of view. In interesting prospective members the help of our 
present members is of the very greatest importance. A personal word will 
do more than pages of letters. Most of us find our mail so cluttered with 
soliciting circulars now that we can only throw them in the waste basket. 
The Association must note with satisfaction the interest shown by members 
this year. The membership has grown from fifty per cent. of our regular 
field artillery officers two years ago to sixty-six per cent. last year and 
seventy-six per cent. now. A lesser growth, but still a healthy one, has 
taken place in the National Guard and Reserve. This has been due to the 
work of our members. Their interest has been sustained and willing. Its 
continuance is the greatest assurance of the success of the Association. 
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