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CURRENT FIELD ARTILLERY NOTES 

given its first test when the howitzers were taken to the Pee Dee River to 
shoot at the bridge being destroyed there. An extract of the report of this 
trip follows these notes. The work on the test, however, has just started, 
and no conclusions have been reached as yet. However, the new Coleman 
trucks undoubtedly will prove of great value for this type of organization. 

The question of trailers is directly connected with the portée test. Unless 
proper and efficient trailers can be found or designed, portée units will be 
badly handicapped. At present, three types of trailers are being tested, i.e.: 

The Athey trailer, a cross-country trailer with caterpillar tracks. It has 
proved very good for this purpose, but its use on roads is limited by the 
slow speed at which it must travel. 

The Warner trailer (7-ton). This is very heavy and its pay load is small 
in comparison with its weight. The small wheels with which it is equipped 
are not suitable for cross-country work. 

The Highway trailer (4-ton). Its defects are similar to those of the 
Warner. The tests of these trailers are not completed and will not be for 
some time. 

While the tests of the Coleman and modified F.W.D. trucks are not 
completed, a first progress report is being prepared. This report will show 
that these trucks represent a great advance in truck transportation, and have 
altered to a considerable extent wartime ideas of what trucks can do. They 
will be recommended as suitable as cargo trucks for Corps and Army 
artillery, ammunition trains, etc. In addition, their drawbar pull makes them 
satisfactory for trailing loads. Most of their future tests will be along this 
latter line. 

Other trucks being tested are the three-quarter ton Fords (old style) and 
Chevrolets. Ton and half Coleman's and F.W.D.'s are on the way to the 
Board for a comparative test with the former. As stated before, these are 
being tried out in place of the White Observation cars, G.M.C.'s, etc. 

Of tractors, Fordsons with full-crawler and half-crawler adapters are 
under test now. The full-crawler has proved the more satisfactory to date. 
In addition the McCormick-Deering is being tried out. 

Three models of the 105-mm. howitzer have arrived and their test 
started with the new year. They are: the M-1925 (box-trail), T-1 and T-2 
(both split trail). A short résumé of the status of all the new model guns 
will probably be of interest. 

The M-1923-E, 75-mm. gun, split trail has been adopted as standard, 
and is now known as the M-1. 

The 4.7-inch gun, M-1920-E, was adopted as standard, but because it 
was manufactured of special steels, a new model of commercial steels is 
now being constructed. 
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The M-1920, 155-mm. howitzer was reported as unsatisfactory. The 
new model is now under test at Aberdeen and will be sent to the Board 
probably this spring. 

The 155-mm. gun—8-inch howitzer carriage, M-1920 is to be 
redesigned and a new model constructed. 

The new 75-mm. pack howitzer has been adopted as standard. 
As for modifications of the present 75-mm. matériel, M-1897, the 

handspike has proved useful, but the utility of the float is doubtful. A 
report on these two features is under preparation. In addition, a 
traveling lock is being tried out. 

Other items of possible interest are: 
The tables of equipment for divisional field artillery units are being 

rechecked in the Office of the Chief of Field Artillery. As the money 
appropriated for the printing of these tables expires on June 30th, it is 
reasonable to expect that the new tables will be out shortly thereafter. 

A test of time shell, 75-mm. and 155-mm., is under progress. The 75-
mm. shell is an antiaircraft shell equipped with 21 sec. combination fuze. 
The 155-mm. shell is equipped with the Waltham mechanical fuze. 

A test of the four different methods of obtaining a parallel sheaf has 
completed the first stage. Further firing is recommended to clear up 
some points. To date the order of merit of the methods is: 

1. Distant aiming point. 
2. High burst. 
3. Aiming circle. 
4. Reciprocal laying. 

The report on this is being put in final form and will be forwarded 
about January 30th. 

The Training Regulation section reports that its various documents 
are located as follows: 

430–165—"Dismounted Drills and Ceremonies," in the Office of the 
Chief of Field Artillery for review and being tested by 
the Hawaii Division. 

430–76 —"The Tractor Driver," has just returned and is undergoing 
further revision. 

430–170—"The Examination of Gunners," has been printed as is 
probably known by everyone. 

430–70 —"The Firing Battery." A rough draft of this was forwarded 
in December. 

430–90 —"Field Artillery Communications," was forwarded 
September 20, 1927, and is being reviewed by the Field 
Artillery School. 
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The outline of the Field Artillery Field Manual was forwarded 
January 20th and orders have been received that it is to be completed in 
the calendar year, 1928. 

Extract from the Report of the Pee Dee River Portée Trip 
Matériel: One 155-mm. section, consisting of 1 Coleman truck 

carrying a 5-ton tractor and trailing the 155-mm. Schneider howitzer on 
a modified 3" F.G. trailer; limber pintled to trailer. One F.W.D. 
modified (solid tires) loaded with 30 rounds of ammunition; 2 
Chevrolet trucks with personnel—11 men and drivers, also 1 F.W.D. 
modified (pneumatic tires), carrying a 2½-ton cargo load and trailing a 
Schneider 155-mm. howitzer. One section of 240-mm. howitzer 
matériel, consisting of 4 Militor trucks carrying ammunition and cargo 
loads and trailing the 4 gun loads, plus 1 Militor with cargo load, 
trailing a 10-ton tractor on a 10-ton Ordnance trailer. 

Weather: Cold and rainy. 
Roads: Hard surface to Troy then about 23 miles of sand clay roads to 

destination. Condition—wet with clay portion very slippery in places. 
Grades: A few 4° and 5° grades. 
Ninety-two miles to Troy made in 8 hours running time (9 hours 

elapsed time) or 11 + m.p.h. average. From there on constant delays due 
to vehicles ahead blocking the road. Completed the 114 miles in 15½ 
hours counting all delays. 

F.W.D.: Maximum, 10 m.p.h. on good going. 
Eighty-two miles to Biscoe accomplished in 10¾ hours, or 8 m.p.h. 

Completed the 114 miles in 18 hours or 6 + miles per hour. 
The 240-mm. section started at 4.30 A.M. They camped for the night 

about 12 miles beyond Pinehurst, arriving at this point about 6.30 P.M., 
having traveled 60 miles. They were delayed an hour by an accident. 

Their rate of travel was 4 + miles per hour. They resumed the march 
at 6.30 A.M. the following day and reached camp about 3 P.M., 
averaging 5 + miles per hour. 

Observations: The Coleman truck carries the 5-ton tractor and trails 
the howitzer nicely at 20–22 m.p.h. At 25 m.p.h., trailer load whips. The 
Coleman negotiated slippery clay stretches without difficulty. Dropped 
through road surface for 1½ feet on a spongy stretch, but pulled out OK 
in "low low," 135 to 1, gear ratio aided by the large pneumatic tires. 

Tractor appears to be the best load for the truck and can be loaded 
very quickly. The howitzer is high enough on the trailer but rides well; 
on the truck, it is thought to be entirely too high and takes too long to 
load. The pneumatic tires assure traction on the wet clay stretches. 

115 



THE UNITED STATES FIELD 
ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION 

Annual Meeting 

PURSUANT to the call of the Executive Council, the sixteenth annual 
meeting of the Association was held at the Army and Navy Club in 
Washington at 4.45 P.M., December 17, 1927. In the absence of the 
President, the chair was occupied by Colonel Leroy W. Herron, the senior 
member of the Executive Council present. 

The Secretary-Treasurer read the call for the meeting, stating that it had 
been sent by mail to all active members of the Association, as required by 
the Constitution. He reported that a quorum for the transaction of business 
was present, in person or by written proxy. 

On motion, the minutes of the last meeting were approved as published 
in THE FIELD ARTILLERY JOURNAL. 

The Secretary-Treasurer read his annual report and presented his 
financial statements, which are annexed and form a part of these 
minutes. 

The chair announced the appointment of Major E. J. Dawley and Major 
E. C. W. Davis as a committee to audit the Treasurer's financial statements. 
The committee reported that the duty had been performed and the 
statements found to be correct. A motion was adopted accepting the report 
of the committee. 

The chair announced that the terms of office of eight members of the 
Executive Council had expired, these being as follows: Four from the 
Regular Army—Major General William J. Snow, Colonel Daniel W. Hand, 
Lieutenant-Colonel George P. Tyner and Major George R. Allin; two from 
the National Guard—Brigadier-General Churchill Mehard and Lieutenant-
Colonel J. Craig McLanahan; and two from the Reserve Corps—Colonels 
Leroy W. Herron and Robert L. Bacon. 

Elections were as follows: 
From the Regular Army: Colonel Harry G. Bishop, Colonel Andrew 

Moses, Colonel Fred T. Austin, Major Donald C. Cubbison. 
From the National Guard: Colonel Samuel G. Barnard, Colonel Ernest 

R. Redmond. 
From the Reserve Corps: Colonel Leroy W. Herron, Colonel Robert L. 

Bacon. 
A motion was adopted directing the Executive Council to prepare 

suitable resolutions expressive of the sentiments of the Association on the 
retirement of General Snow, President of the Association. 
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There followed an informal discussion of the affairs of the Association 
and the policies of THE FIELD ARTILLERY JOURNAL, after which the 
meeting adjourned. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-TREASURER 
The finances of the Association during the past year have continued to 

gain, as shown by the following: 
Assets—December 1, 1926   

Cash on hand ...................................................................................................  $4,821.51  
Securities on hand ...........................................................................................  17,600.00 $22,421.51 

 ———— ————— 
Assets—November 30, 1927   

Cash on hand ...................................................................................................  $3,655.39  
Securities on hand ...........................................................................................  19,990.00 $23,645.39 

 ———— ————— 
  $1,223.88 

A detailed statement of the receipts and expenditures during the last 
fiscal year is as follows: 

RECEIPTS 
Cash on hand—December 1, 1926 .........................................................................  $4,821.51  
Membership dues ....................................................................................................  6,186.94  
Advertising ..............................................................................................................  3,070.96  
Interest on securities ................................................................................................  1,311.78  
Sale of books ...........................................................................................................  660.26  
Miscellaneous receipts ............................................................................................  47.70  
Securities matured ...................................................................................................  8,000.00 $24,099.15 
 ———— ————— 

EXPENDITURES 
Printing and mailing THE FIELD ARTILLERY JOURNAL ...........................................  $7,214.68  
Miscellaneous printing ............................................................................................  146.49  
Postage ....................................................................................................................  242.90  
Services ...................................................................................................................  647.25  
Office supplies ........................................................................................................  114.65  
Books .......................................................................................................................  570.54  
Telephone and telegraph .........................................................................................  79.45  
Authors, translators, draftsman and photographers ................................................  494.00  
Rent .........................................................................................................................  360.00  
Securities purchased ................................................................................................  10,490.00  
Miscellaneous expense ............................................................................................  83.80  
Cash on hand—November 30, 1927 .......................................................................  3,655.39 $24,099.15 
 ———— ————— 

It will be noted that on November 30, 1926, securities on hand totaled 
$17.600. During the current year securities to the value of $2,490 were 
purchased in excess of the reinvestment of funds derived from matured 
securities. The total now carried, however, is $19,990, since a Rising 
Manufacturing Corporation $100 bond, given several years ago in part 
payment of an advertisement, is of doubtful value and has been charged off. 
This bond therefore now appears on the list of securities without valuation. 

Our chief item of expense, the publishing of the JOURNAL, as shown 
by the average cost per issue, has varied little during the last few years. 
While there has been a slight falling off in membership dues, there has 
been during the last year a larger gain in advertising 
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returns. The receipts this year from interest on securities are greater than 
since 1924, when interest rates were materially higher. 

There are three ways in which members may materially advance the 
interests of the Association: 

1. By submitting articles on Field Artillery activities of interest or of 
professional value to readers of the JOURNAL. Also by sending the 
Council, or the editor, constructive criticism as to the types of articles 
desired. 

2. By bringing the JOURNAL to the attention of those who are 
interested in Field Artillery matters. Due to the large percentage of 
Regular Field Artillery officers who are now members, the greatest 
field for an increase of membership is in the National Guard and the 
Reserve Corps. 

3. Whenever proper, patronize the concerns who are advertising in 
the JOURNAL and let them know that their advertisements have been 
seen. There should be, to members, a greater appeal in JOURNAL 
advertisements, than from those in other mediums, since in addition to 
obtaining publicity, these concerns are decreasing the financial burdens 
which would otherwise fall upon our members. 
A gratifying number of unsolicited letters have been received from our 

advertisers commenting favorably on the results obtained from their 
JOURNAL advertisements. 

HARLEIGH PARKHURST, 
Major, Field Artillery, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 
At a subsequent meeting of the Executive Council, Major-General Fred 

T. Austin was unanimously elected President of the Association. 
Resolutions were adopted as follows: 

RESOLUTIONS 
WHEREAS, Major General William J. Snow, Chief of Field Artillery, 

United States Army, conceived the idea of the organization of the Field 
Artillery Association and the publication of THE FIELD ARTILLERY 
JOURNAL, and was the actual organizer in 1910 of that Association; and, 

WHEREAS, Major General William J. Snow, then Captain, Field 
Artillery, was the first Secretary of the Field Artillery Association and the 
first Editor of THE FIELD ARTILLERY JOURNAL and, as such, initiated the 
publication of the JOURNAL and maintained the same during a period when 
the resources of the Association made the publication of the JOURNAL a 
matter of great difficulty and involving on his part the most devoted service 
to the Field Artillery Arm; and, 

WHEREAS, Major General William J. Snow, then Major, Field 
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Artillery, was the first Field Artillery officer on duty in the division of Militia 
Affairs of the War Department, and as such was individually responsible for 
the renaissance of the Field Artillery of the National Guard so that he may 
properly be called the father of the National Guard Field Artillery; and, 

WHEREAS, in 1917, upon the entry of the United States into the World 
War, the Field Artillery School had been closed for some years and the 
War Department found itself without the means of training the vast number 
of individuals who must become officers of Field Artillery, Major General 
William J. Snow, then Colonel, Field Artillery, reorganized and 
reëstablished the Field Artillery School—giving it the impetus which made 
it become one of the most efficient army activities during the World War 
and, in no small degree, contributing to the remarkable achievement of the 
Field Artillery Arm during that war; and, 

WHEREAS, Major General William J. Snow, then Brigadier General, 
National Army, was on February 10, 1918, appointed Chief of Field 
Artillery—being the first Chief of Field Artillery of the United States, in 
that capacity initiated and executed all those measures which permitted the 
rapid expansion of the Field Artillery Arm, and which made of it an 
efficient element of the Armies of the United States, largely contributing to 
the success of those Armies; and, 

WHEREAS, Major General William J. Snow has been President of the Field 
Artillery Association since July, 1918, and has during that period evinced the 
greatest interest in the Field Artillery Association and THE FIELD ARTILLERY 
JOURNAL, and has contributed of his time, energy, and accomplishments so 
that during the period of his Presidency, the Field Artillery Association has 
become financially sound and THE FIELD ARTILLERY JOURNAL has become a 
military magazine of recognized standing; and, 

WHEREAS, Major General William J. Snow, Chief of Field Artillery, 
United States Army, on December 19, 1927, was on his own request retired 
from active service on account of disabilities incurred in line of duty, and 
relinquished the Presidency of this Association, 

Now, Therefore, be It Resolved, That the Field Artillery Association 
congratulate Major General William J. Snow, its retiring President, upon 
the magnificent accomplishments of his professional career which have 
been briefly indicated in the preceding paragraphs; 

Be It Further Resolved, That the individual members of the Field 
Artillery Association do hereby express to Major General William J. Snow 
their personal and professional appreciation of all that he has done for their 
Arm and, incidentally, themselves; 

Be It Further Resolved, That the members of the Field Artillery 
Association, in regular meeting assembled, hereby express to Major 
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General William J. Snow, Chief of Field Artillery, the appreciation of the 
Association for his years of devotion and indefatigable labor which has 
made this Association and its JOURNAL the successful institutions they are 
today; 

Be It Further Resolved, That these resolutions be spread upon the 
minutes of the Field Artillery Association and published in THE FIELD 
ARTILLERY JOURNAL; and that an engrossed copy of the same, signed by 
the officers and members of the Executive Council of the Association, be 
furnished General Snow. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

December 20, 1927. 

120 


