
GREAT COMMANDERS OF THE FAR EAST 

actual execution as well. Accordingly, we find in many of his 
battles rather set formation and maneuvers, the same order of battle 
from right to left, and the final thrust made by the same troops. 

At any rate his organization was a satisfactory one, and his 
manner of handling various situations hard to improve upon, the 

proof being that he was always victorious even over generals who 
were the terror of Europe. 

TIMUR'S THEATERS OF OPERATION 

Late in the year 1391, Toktamish, Khan of the Golden Horde, 
a man whom Timur had many times befriended, became worried 
over the growing power of the Tatar Lord, and without cause, 
raided Timur's domains, almost to the gates of Samarkand. 

Timur was engaged in an expedition near the Caspian Sea 
when the news reached him. The messenger who brought it had 
ridden the 900 miles from Samarkand in 7 days. 
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Swiftly Timur acted, and by clever maneuvering almost got 
between Toktamish and his home country. Toktamish withdrew 
and both sides prepared for a death struggle. 

A number of border tribes took occasion to revolt on the 
appearance of Toktamish, and these were firmly put down by 
Timur. Then, feeling assured that his flanks and rear were secure 
for the time at least, the Tatar made his decision. 

He mustered and reviewed his army on the plains of 

Samarkand, and then announced his purposee, which was to ride 
north into the land of the Golden Horde, seek out and destroy 
Toktamish and his army. Subsequent events have proven the 
dangers which lay in wait for the execution of such a decision. 
Napoleon attempted the same thing 400 years later in his invasion 
of Russia. Many have been the Russian forces sent into that 
territory within the last hundred years only to meet with disaster. 

 
LIGHT ARTILLERY (CATAPULT) 

While this plan of Timur's had many disadvantages, yet it 
presented one great feature, the element of surprise, since Toktamish 
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naturally expected Timur to base himself on Urganj and then 
advance to the east of the Caspian. In addition, Toktamish had 
lived at Timur's court for over ten years, and the latter was as 
thoroughly familiar with the weak points of the Mongol's 
character as was Robert E. Lee with the personalities of many of 
his northern adversaries. 

Timur's three chief maxims of war were: 
(1) Never to involve his own country as a theater of war. 
(2) Always to take the offensive. 
(3) Always to act swiftly. 
These he followed in the situation confronting him. 
His favorite expression was, "It is always better to be at the 

right place with ten men, than absent with ten thousand." 
At the end of February, 1392, Timur started forward. His army 

totaled 100,000 men. Two horses were provided for each man. 
Provisions carried were limited to a minimum, flour, dried fruit, etc. 
Sixteen pounds of flour per man per month was the allotment. Every 
move was made with proper provisions for security, for in that vast 
wilderness enemy horsemen might appear from any direction. 

For eighteen weeks the march continued unopposed and 
during that time over 1800 miles were covered. His route lay 
northward beyond the head waters of the Tobol, thence west. He 
reached the Ural River on the 29th of May. There several suitable 
fords were found, but the Tatar scouts reported that the far banks 
were guarded by strong bodies of mounted men. By means of a 
night march he succeeded in crossing further up the river the next 
day, unopposed. Then information began to come in. Pushing on 
by forced marches, Timur came upon the Mongol host, near the 
Volga, on the night of the 17th of June, 1292. 

Timur had available, in fighting troops, about 70,000; while 
Toktamish probably had around 100,000. His forces were divided 
into three corps of approximately two tumans each. One tuman 
was held in general reserve. 

The Tatars opened the attack at daybreak 18 June, making 
the main effort with their right. Timur had intrenched his 
center, which was occupied by his least efficient troops. The attack 
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made some headway, but was finally stopped and about to be 
enveloped by the superior Mongol numbers when the local corps 
commander threw in his reserve and again forced the enemy back. 
Neither side attempted a strong effort with the center, but early in 
the afternoon the Tatar left began to fall back. Observing this 
Toktamish personally led his last reserve against the flank of the 
retiring left wing and succeeded in advancing so far that he was in 
the rear of the center of the great Tatar's line. It was then that 
Timur struck. He sent forward the general reserve, 10,000 picked 
Tatar heavy cavalry, to strike Toktamish in flank. This 
concentration of effort at the decisive point decided the battle. 
Toktamish fled from the field followed by those of his men able 
to get away. The slaughter of the fleeing Mongols was very great. 

Timur then plundered the country, taking legions of captives, 
with cattle and treasures of all kinds. 

Although the Golden Horde had been badly shattered, 
Toktamish again tried conclusions with Timur in 1395. This time 
Timur spared nothing and after a hard-fought battle near the river 
Terek, the yoke of the Mongols on Russia and the power of the 
Golden Horde was forever broken. Timur then ravaged all of 
southeastern Russia, destroyed the rich city of Azoff, stormed 
Astrakan in midwinter, ruined Serai, and then returned to 
Samarkand over the Caucasus taking by storm all towns that 
attempted to resist his advance. Never again was his northwest 
frontier threatened. 

During the next few years Timur extended his domains to the 
Tigris and the Ganges, and then set about improving the condition 
of his conquests. Now we see him as Timur, the administrator. 
Great buildings were erected in Samarkand, highways improved, 
post stations established and trade encouraged. 

For the first time in almost two hundred years, Samarkand 
again became a great center of commerce. Throughout the lands 
controlled by Timur, law and order held sway and his subjects 
prospered. The caravan routes and high roads were safer for the 
traveler than are many of our highways and cities today. 

However, such peace was not to last. A great alliance had 
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been formed against him in the west. Fearing the encroaching 
power of the mighty conqueror, the Sultan of Egypt and the 
Caliph of Bagdad had joined forces and requested Bajazed, head 
of the Ottoman Turks, to assist them. 

The Ottomans by this time made their name felt in all of 
southern Europe. They had crossed over from Asia Minor and 
were now overrunning the Balkans. At Kossova they crushed the 
Serbians. A great crusade to repel the infidel was formed from all 
parts of Western Europe, known as the Last Crusade. From 
England, France, Germany, and the Netherlands came volunteers. 
The bulk of the troops were Frenchmen. The total force numbered 
about 100,000 men. 

This army moved slowly down the Danube, and in 1396 
invested a Turkish force in Micopolis. Here they heard that a 
large army under Bajazed was approaching. In the battle which 
followed the Europeans were at first apparently successful, but 
finally they were confronted by the flower of the Turkish Army, 
60,000 strong. From then on the affair turned into a massacre and 
the crusading forces, the flower of European manhood, were 
completely destroyed. 

Bajazed later invested Constantinople and overran Greece. Terms 
were being drawn up for the surrender of Constantinople when news 
reached him that Timur had captured Sivas. Bajazed called off the 
siege and crossed over into Asia Minor late in the fall of 1401. 

In September, 1399, Timur had set out from Samarkand to 
subdue the powers of Egypt and Bagdad. By the summer of 1400 
he had won several important engagements, taken all cities as far 
west as Sivas, the key of Asia Minor, and in the meantime 
established an excellent base at Tabriz. 

Timur turned south from Sivas, took both Aleppo and 
Damascus by assault, pursued the Mamluks beyond Acre and 
then rested his troops for several months. 

Trouble having arisen in Bagdad, due to the reported alliance 
with Bajazed, Timur quickly covered the 400 miles to that city, 
leaving one corps to observe Bajazed's movements from Europe. 
Bagdad, after a siege of several weeks, was taken by a surprise 
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assault at noon of a midsummer day—certainly a feat in the 
exceptionally torrid weather which exists in that vicinity in the 
summertime. Bagdad fell in June, 1401. Timur then returned to 
his base at Tabriz. 

In fourteen months Timur had won two major engagements, 
and taken by assault all of the important cities except Brusa and 
Angora. His base and the line of communications from 
Samarkand to Sivas were now secure. 

Early in the summer of 1402 the forces of Timur and Bajazed 
moved toward each other. Bajazed's army was an excellent one, 
confident in its leader and flushed with many victories. It 
numbered in the neighborhood of 200,000 men, and was 
composed chiefly of infantry. The army of Timur was the largest, 
best equipped and trained force that he had ever led into the field. 
It probably numbered around 150,000 and was largely composed 
of cavalry. 

Bajazed established his base at Angora and moved eastward 
across the Halys River. Timur was supposed to be at Sivas, from 
which town only one road ran to the west, and that one through 
Angora. The Sultan's intelligence service reported that Timur was 
about 50 miles to the east. Bajazed, having heard that Timur 
always took the offensive, halted on favorable ground, dug in, and 
waited for over a week. Then he received information from Sivas 
which was rather annoying. Timur and the main army had long 
since departed. Bajazed's cavalry covered all the surrounding 
country, but no trace of the Tatars could be found. He determined 
not to move until he had definite news of the enemy. On the eighth 
day he received what he considered reliable information to the 
effect that Timar was to the south. So thither the Turks marched, 
until they reached the Halys River, but found no Tatars. Bajazed 
then sent out his son Suleiman, a good cavalry leader, with several 
regiments to locate the enemy. The next day Suleiman succeeded 
in doing so and the Turks were fully informed as to the situation—
Timur, with his whole army, had occupied Bajazed's own base, at 
Angora. Somewhat startled, the Sultan crossed the river and started 
following his enemy toward Angora. 
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Timur, having reconnoitered the country west of Sivas and 
found it rough, wooded, and unsuited for mounted action, had 
simply marched around the great bend of the Halys, keeping 
under cover until in rear of the Turks and then he made the last 
hundred miles to Angora in three days. He, like his great 
predecessors, Genghis Khan and Subotai, appreciated and applied 
correctly the principles of movement and surprise and ever made 
his objective the main hostile forces. 

Angora lay in the center of a wide plain, and Timur decided 
that the position which Bajazed had selected was as good as any. 
So his army quartered itself in the camp of the Turks. Timur then 
had the small river which flows into Angora dammed up, 
changing its course to in rear of his position. The only other water 
available was that in a spring, which Timur had destroyed. He 
then intrenched his camp and waited. 

The Turks finally arrived before Angora after a long week's 
march, with little water and food, after following the devastated 
route left by the Tatars. Bajazed's soldiers were weakened and 
suffering from the heat. Timur's army was comfortably installed 
in Bajazed's own base and no water was to be had except behind 
the Tatar line. There was only one thing that the Turks could 
do—attack. They had lost the battle before a shot had been fired. 
By night the whole Turkish Army had been annihilated and 
Bajazed himself captured. So badly were they crushed that all the 
remainder of Asia Minor fell during the vigorous Tatar pursuit 
and in less than two weeks not a Turkish soldier remained south 
of the Bosphorus. 

Timur then, after a few minor operations, returned to 
Samarkand and began preparations for a great invasion of China. 
Two hundred thousand men formed the army, picked officers and 
soldiers from throughout his vast dominions. The march started in 
November, 1404, along the great north road to Cathay. At Otrar, a 
long halt was made, and Timur planned to go on in the spring, but 
such was not destined to be, for the old conqueror, weakened by 
overexertion and exposure for one of his age, passed away on the 
17th of February, 1405, at the age of 69. 
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FOREIGN MILITARY JOURNALS: 
A CURRENT RESUME 

Revue Militaire Francaise, September and October, 1929 
"The Soviet Army", by Captain Malraison, is a study of the 

results obtained by the Soviet Government in the organization 
and instruction of its army. After many experiments the 
Russians have established a system which seems to fulfill the 
special needs of their vast country, a system which provides for 
the joint existence of an active army and a militia. An unusual 
feature of the Red Army is its political character; for, like all 
Soviet organizations, the army is carefully instructed in 
communistic doctrines. As a result of this instruction, the Soviet 
soldier considers himself a pioneer in a world revolution and a 
defender of the proletariat against the aggression of foreign 
capitalists. 

In the dual system of active army and militia, the active army 
provides the framework for future mobilization and assures at all 
times the protection of the frontier. The territorial army, or 
militia, which is still in a state of development, will correspond in 
a general way to our National Guard, differing from it, however, 
in that the personnel is conscripted. 

Russia imposes very severe military obligations on its citizens, 
all of whom must perform military service between the ages of 20 
and 40, inclusive. This service includes: (1) military preparation 
before the actual call to active service: (2) active military service; 
and (3) a long period in the reserve. 

Military preparation before the call to active service lasts for 
two years and consists of military and political instruction for one 
month of each year at local centers of instruction. College 
students and technical students, who are officer material, receive 
special instruction and also undergo training with the active army 
during this period. 

Each year 1,200,000 men reach the military age. Of this 
number from 850,000 to 900,000 are considered available for 
military service, and are divided about as follows: (1) 270,000 to 
the active army; (2) 230,000 to the militia, and (3) 350,000 to 
400,000 to the surplus. 
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This system permits the Soviet Government to maintain a 
permanent active army of 700,000 men, of whom 40,000 are 
officers. During the summer, while the territorial army is 
undergoing training, the total strength of the army is 1,500,000. 

Russia is progressing in the development of military and 
commercial aviation. In 1922, the Soviets had no planes; today 
they have between 1,000 and 1,200 military planes and about 100 
commercial planes. 

"The commanding personnel" (the word "officer" has been 
suppressed), includes officers of the old imperial army, graduates 
of courses organized during the Civil War, and graduates of 
military schools organized since the Civil War. Although there are 
about 500 military schools and 6 military academies for training 
officers, the value of officer material is very low, since a large part 
of the intellectual class of the country was eliminated by the war, 
the revolution, or by emigration. In the higher ranks, however, are 
found many capable officers of the old imperial army. 

In its present state of development the Russian army is 
incapable of imposing the will of the proletariat on the capitalistic 
world, which is the dream of the Soviets. This army has many 
weak features; the intellectual level of its personnel is low; its war 
matériel is insufficient; and in case of war, Russian industrial 
plants are incapable of supplying sufficient replacement of 
matériel. The political character of the army, although a strong 
feature as long as the central government is powerful, may be a 
weakness in case of military reverses or political upset. However, 
the Soviet Army is a well-organized and well-trained force, 
considering its youth, and it is well worth while to follow its 
future development with the greatest attention. 

"Motorization of Close Combat Weapons", by General 
Chédeville, is a general discussion of the development of the tank 
and a study of its essential characteristics. 

When the idea of a tank was first conceived, the French 
intended to use it merely as a means of transport for infantry. 
The British believed that it should be used as a combat weapon. 
Succeeding events made both armies realize that the tank was 
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a valuable weapon in overcoming obstacles and in opening the 
way for the infantry. However, during the war British and French 
still differed concerning the mission of the tank. Infantry combat, 
supported by the tank as an auxiliary weapon, still remained the 
basic French doctrine; on the other hand, the British Army 
favored a combat led by the tank and supported by infantry. 

As a result of these two policies, the tank, at the end of the 
war, passed under the control of the infantry in France; and they 
were considered as auxiliary infantry weapons. In England, the 
Tank Corps remained a separate branch of the service. 

This early difference of opinion has led to many diverging 
tendencies and opinions concerning the ideal type of tank. The 
opinions of various military authors are well portrayed by the 
names they give to the tanks they advocate: Infantry tanks, 
artillery tanks of accompaniment, troop transport tanks, scout 
tanks, liaison tanks, command tanks, anti-tank tanks, etc. 

Lieutenant - Colonel Desmazes, in concluding his article, 
"From Liao-Yang to Mukden", shows in what manner the 
Russo-Japanese War differed from preceding wars and in what 
respects it announced the World War. 

The predominant tactical feature which distinguished this war 
from previous wars was "fire power". The infantry gained 
increased fire power by means of its repeating rifles and machine 
guns. The artillery fire power was augmented by either increased 
rapidity of fire or larger calibers of the field pieces. This increase in 
fire power led to a series of consequences: Difficulty and delay in 
gaining contact, increase in the capacity of resistance of an 
intrenched force, impossibility of troop maneuver under hostile 
fire, absolute necessity of abandoning dense formations while in 
the zone of fire. All these features caused the battles in Manchuria 
to resemble the subsequent World War battles; battles of long 
duration without intermission, troop movements by night, et cetera. 

The single railway traversing Manchuria was the only line of 
communication that either army had with its base. This single line 
of communication limited the strategy and the liberty of 
maneuver of the two armies; they could merely advance or retreat 
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along the railway. This stabilization was similar to that on the 
French front in November, 1914, when the two adversaries had 
their flanks resting on impassable obstacles. 

The Japanese were victorious due to their relatively superior 
leadership. Lieutenant-Colonel Desmazes is unable to determine, 
from a study of Japanese sources, whether credit for the victory 
should be given to Marshall Oyama or to his immediate 
subordinates. However, in relative value, Oyama was far superior 
to Kuropatkine, the Russian commander. Although Kuropatkine 
was unsuccessful, it is safe to believe that no other Russian 
general would have done better. Rennekampf and Samsonof 
made brilliant records during the Japanese War as subordinate 
commanders, but they did not prove to be capable as army 
commanders nine years later at Tannenberg. 

In concluding his article, "The French Artillery from 1914 to 
1918", Lieutenant-Colonel Rublet reviews his study as follows: 

"At the beginning of the war, the most noticeable features of 
its conduct were the absence of liaison between the infantry and 
artillery and the complete absence of artillery preparation in the 
attack. 

"Liaison between infantry and artillery soon developed; the 
artillery was already prepared; it had no difficulty in adaptaing 
itself to the needs of the infantry. 

Concerning artillery preparation for the attacks, the reaction 
was felt as soon as stabilization set in; artillery plans of 
employment developed; everything was minutely foreseen and 
regulated in advance. Artillery preparations became longer and 
longer, from days to weeks, because the command was seeking 
the complete destruction of enemy organizations. 

"However, the adopted method failed, in spite of the frightful 
consumption of ammunition. The effectiveness of our fire 
depended on direct observation, and the length of the preparations 
resulted in total absence of strategic surprise. 

"After the summer of 1917, the surprise element was 
particularly sought. The preparation for an attack was conducted 
according to the mission in view. The preparation was long and 
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careful, based on destruction, if only a slight tactical success was 
sought. The preparation was reduced to a few hours or to none at 
all if greater tactical results were sought. Neutralization fire was 
always sought and adopted itself to any tactical or strategic 
condition with the greatest flexibility. 

"This evolution was due to the presence of modern rapid fire 
matériel with new-type principles, due to the new methods of fire 
and preparation of fire, and due also to the aid of the tank and 
other modern weapons". 
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FIELD ARTILLERY SCHOOL WINS PONCA 
CITY POLO TOURNAMENT 
DEFEATS CAVALRY SCHOOL IN FINAL GAME 

One of the best and most colorful polo tournaments in the 
Middle West is the annual Ponca City (Oklahoma) Polo 
Tournament. Ponca City boasts three fine polo fields, about 
fifteen beautifully mounted polo players, and a certain Mr. E. W. 
Marland who is a great lover of sport and backs polo in his home 
town to the limit. 

Here every Fall are gathered together the best polo teams in 
Kansas, Oklahoma, Missouri and eastern Texas. The civilian 
teams that usually compete are Kansas City, Wichita, Houston, 
and two Ponca City teams. The army is usually represented by 
teams from Fort Riley. Fort Leavenworth, Fort Reno, and Fort 
Sill. For the last three years, however, no army team has been 
able to win the tournament,—the faster mounts and better team 
work of the civilians more than compensating for the individual 
brilliancy of any particular army player. 

This year, however, the army teams were not to be denied. 
Although Kansas City eliminated Fort Reno in the first round, the 
Cavalry School avenged this by eliminating Kansas City in the 
second round 12-8. The Field Artillery School took on the Ponca 
City Whites and Ponca City Reds in succession and defeated 
them 11-8 and 13-10 respectively. As the Ponca City Reds had 
already disposed of Wichita in a fast game, the two service teams 
were brought face to face in the finals. 

As everyone knows, there is always considerable rivalry 
between the mounted services in all sports. And naturally when 
the two mounted service schools were scheduled to clash, interest 
in the game mounted high. The polo fans expected a great game 
and they got it. 

Prior to the final game there was a parade of polo ponies. 
The contrast there looked bad for the Artillery School. The 
Cavalry ponies (with a very few exceptions) looked breedier, 
bigger, and faster. They were; but not handier. The Cavalry 
ponies won most of the races down the field, but as a rule the 
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Artillery ponies stopped better, turned quicker, and started faster 
than their opponents. 

When the two teams rode on the field, few indeed among the 
well-wishers of the Field Artillerymen looked for a victory 
against the crack Cavalry team. And why should they? Had the 
Artillery School ever won from the Cavalry School? Not as far as 
even the oldest inhabitant could remember. Probably the only 
ones in the huge crowd who actually expected an artillery victory 
were the artillery colored orderlies (who bet everything they had) 
and the artillery players themselves. For the most part the crowd 
hoped that the game would not be too lop-sided and uninteresting. 

The artillerymen started off with a rush and had the jump on 
their opponents from the start. At half time the score was 6-3 in 
favor of the Artillery School. Then the going became harder for 
both teams. Five number two fouls were called against the 
artillerymen, and the cavalry converted four of these into goals. 
But the artillerymen were doing some effective scoring 
themselves, and when the game ended they were on the long end 
of a 9-8 score. Both teams played hard fast polo. 

Just prior to the finals Fort Reno, with Captain Wilkinson in 
the line-up, won the consolation tournament by defeating 
Wichita. This made it an all-army day. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
FOCH SPEAKS—By MAJOR CHARLES BUGNET. The 

Authoritative Personal Memoir of Foch by His Aide-de-Camp 
and Confidant. 
This book gives an intimate personal portrait and is very 

largely composed of the Marshal's own words, taken down by 
Major Bugnet during eight years of friendly association. 

Foch spoke to Bugnet as to a friend; the book thus contains 
spectacular and controversial material, but is itself not written to 
excite controversy. 

"A portrait of the perfect Frenchman which is itself perfect."—
P. W. Wilson, in the New York Times. 

"The first and in many respects likely to remain the best of the 
forthcoming Fochiana."—John Carter in the New York Sun. 

——————— 

WAR BREAKS DOWN DOORS—By MAJ. JOHN N. GREELY, F. 
A. (G.S.). Hale, Cushman and Flint, Boston. $2.50. 
(The attention of all Field Artillery people is invited to this 

novel, a review of which by Brigadier General John McA. 
Palmer, Retired, follows. It is a thoroughly Field Artillery story, 
replete with incidents, characters and places familiar to followers 
of the Red Guidon. We cannot but feel grateful to John Greely for 
brightening up our army life by weaving into it a thrilling and 
colorful romance.—Editor.) 

We are informed by literary philosophers, that though novels 
may be numbered by the thousands and novelists by the tens of 
thousands, there are only a few typical human stories. In the last 
analysis, the themes of fiction can be counted on the fingers of 
one hand. There may be a thousand-and-one tales in The Arabian 
Nights. But there is only one theme: that love laughs at 
locksmiths. Even though the lock is guarded by sleepless eunuchs 
with naked scimitars, true love is always triumphant. If necessary, 
the genii will aid the lover with a mysterious lantern or will whisk 
him from Araby to Cathay on a magic carpet. 
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Now one of these primitive stories had been told over and over 
for ages before the first written story was ever penned. It is the 
story of the poor peasant who catches a glimpse of a beautiful 
princess, who dares to dream of her love, who weaves his dream 
into heroic action and thereby wins her. 

This is the story that John Greely tells us again in his War 
Breaks Down Doors. The peasant is Jan Sincowiez, a coarse, 
rough-necked Polack born to poverty and hunger. Jan's father is 
an ignorant miner in the Pennsylvania coal fields. At night Jan 
sees the glare from the coke ovens over at the Flower Steel 
Mills. 

The princess is Ellen McLean, born to the purple, such as it 
manifests itself in the inner circle of Washington Society. She is 
beautiful as princesses always are. Her portrait limned by a great 
French artist is one of the treasures of the Luxembourg. For she 
has married her prince. Devereux Flower. And Devereux is heir-
apparent to the very steel mills that glared on poor Jan Sincowiez 
at night. 

Now with this setting we can tell at once that, somehow or 
other. John Greely is going to marry this same Jan Sincowiez to 
this same princess. But how in the deuce is he going to do it? His 
predecessors, when this theme was new, had a comparatively 
simple task. They would give Jan a fairy godmother, who would 
give him a fairy coat of mail and show him just how to plunge a 
magical snickersnee through the gizzard of a flame-breathing 
dragon. 

But the rules of the story-telling game have changed. John 
Greely can not be indulged with a fairy god-mother. In modern 
fiction as in modern life, it is up to Jan Sincowiez. And so Greely 
tells us the most thrilling of all stories. The story of a strong man 
fighting his way up step by step through poverty and ignorance to 
victorious, successful manhood—not the story of one victory over 
one dragon, but the story of one victory after another which is 
always the story of the self-made man. 

This is no place to tell the story, but we may be permitted to 
tell where the battles were fought. Hunger and poverty 
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and lack of work introduce Jan to the Recruiting Sergeant, 
Principally because he is hungry, he enlists in the Army. He 
becomes a recruit in the old Third Artillery. But there is strong, 
rough manhood in him. First, he fights his way up to the respect 
of his comrades. He becomes a corporal and makes good and then 
becomes a sergeant. When his ignorance blocks his way to further 
promotion, he fights the grim battle of self-education and wins his 
shoulder-straps. Then the World War comes and Jan Sincowiez 
has his chance to break down doors. 

Here I must make my only adverse criticism. I don't like the 
title that Major Greely gives to his book. War Breaks Down 
Doors is not complimentary to his hero. It suggests the old fairy 
god-mother device. And I desire to register my conviction that 
this hard-headed, hard-fisted, rough-necked Polack would have 
won the princess even if John Greely had placed his story ten 
years earlier. The reader of the book will discover that Sergeant 
Sincowiez killed his principal dragons before Uncle Sam threw 
him into the World War. 

Now in referring to the rise of Recruit Sincowiez to the dignity 
of Major Sincowiez. I do not wish to convey the idea that this is 
merely the conventional story of a good little boy. If Private 
Sincowiez was a good soldier, he was also a real soldier. He fully 
enjoyed the lurid social life that was presented to the soldier man 
in San Antonio before the days of the Eighteenth Amendment. He 
drank whiskey, won at poker, fought for his friends, and made 
love too before he ever heard of the beautiful princess. But he 
was always a man. And here Major Greely may be grateful that 
novelists are no longer hampered as Thackeray was when he 
wrote in the preface to Pendennis: 

"Since the author of 'Tom Jones' was buried, no writer of 
fiction among us has been permitted to depict to his utmost power 
a Man." 
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