MAJOR CHANGES TO SECARMY TRAVEL POLICY

(DEC 2000)

On 19 December 2000, a revised Secretary of the Army Travel Policy went into effect.  The significant changes are as follows:

1.  Page 13, paragraph 9C1, note.  Deletes “or public relations” language from the note.  No longer a requirement for representatives of a foreign government to attend an event to qualify for a “public relations” benefit.   

2.  Page 14, paragraph 9E3.  Under the 8 April 1999 policy, approval authority for accompanied spouse travel was delegated by SECARMY to four-star general officers and the Commanding General, USARPAC for their own spouses on MilAir.  The DAS was delegated approval authority for accompanied spouse travel via ComAir for all four-star general officers and for MilAir and ComAir for all other travelers.  The new policy authorizes the CSA to delegate in writing approval authority to the two-star general officer Chief of Staff for a four-star commanded MACOM or equivalent level for travel requests for spouses on ComAir and MilAir from DOD senior officials within their command.  

     -  NOTE.  All four-star general officers and the three-star commander of USARPAC are still delegated the authority to approve accompanying travel of their own spouses on MilAir.  In addition, the DAS is still the approval authority for accompanied spouse travel for all others.  
3.  Page 17, paragraph 10A1a.  Currently the travel policy authorizes spouse travel independent of their sponsors when the spouse will attend a service-endorsed training course or briefing as specified by HQDA.  The new policy adds language how to get a course recognized as a service-endorsed training course and who the approval authority is once the course is approved.  

     -  NOTE.  New policy does not expand when a spouse is authorized to travel independently of the sponsor to a service-endorsed training course.  However, it provides a mechanism to expand the amount of courses recognized as service-endorsed courses.  

        a.  Course Approval Procedures.  Requests to obtain approval are submitted through command channels and DCSOPS Training Division to the Office of the Administrative Assistant to the Secretary of the Army for staffing and approval.     

              -  At the minimum, requests will include a detailed program of instruction and a memo explaining the primary and direct mission-related benefit the Army will receive as a result of funding this training for family members.  

        b.  Travel Approval.  Once a course is approved, the selected spouses may attend the conference at government expense and receive travel allowances as a service member or employee on TDY.  Normal order-issuing official for ITOs approves 

the travel.  The official must ensure there is a primary and direct mission-related benefit to the Army by that particular spouse.

4.  Page 17, paragraph 10B.  Creates a new category (member of a delegation to an official conference) when a spouse or other qualified individual can travel at government expense independent of the sponsor.  Individual can be issued an ITO and is authorized per diem.  Policy does not authorize separate reimbursement for lodging if the sponsor is on TDY at the same conference.  MACOMs are also required to submit an annual report through the DAS to the AASA to the SECARMY no later than 15 October summarizing Army Family Program conference participation and delegate travel, along with a summary of cost to the Army for that travel.  

     -  NOTE.  Policy requires the following criteria to be met for the spouse to be considered a member the delegation:

        a.  Activity sponsoring the conference is commanded by a MG or above.

        b.  Conference has a substantive agenda aimed at affording SECARMY or Army leaders guidance, advice, and testimony essential to developing effective policies pertaining to family issues.       

        c.  Conference’s objective is to render a discernable substantive product.

        d.  Agenda requires full-time participation by each delegate   

        e.  Process for selecting delegates conforms to Army regulatory guidance and the delegates are approved in writing by the sponsoring commander.  

5.  Page 20, paragraph E1.  Clarifies what DA officials are attending a function in their official capacity.      

6.  Page 21, paragraph 13H.  Adds language on sport utility vehicles (SUVs) and the requirements for procurement and use of the SUV under the motor vehicle transportation section. 

     -  NOTE.  New language recognizes SUVs are useful in certain circumstances (police work, range support, inclement weather), but also recognizes SUVs are more costly to purchase, lease, and operate (have poor miles per gallon rating).  MACOM commanders must approve requests for a high-end SUV or an SUV with a maximum gross vehicle weight of 5,000 pounds or more.  There are three exceptions to the MACOM approval requirement:  1) SUVs which are available as alternative fuel vehicles; 2) SUVs used directly and specifically for police, fire, rescue, criminal investigative, and intelligence activities; and 3) recruiting and MEPs activities in areas where inclement weather would terminate the mission for a lengthy period of time.  Except for special requirements such as inclement weather conditions and off-road use, SUVs will not be used exclusively as passenger-carrying vehicles when a sedan, van, carryall, bus, taxi, privately owned vehicle (reimbursable), or public transportation would meet the mission requirements.     

REMINDER 

The general rule for official air travel has not changed.  Official air travel is normally accomplished using commercial coach class transportation.  MilAir may be authorized when:  

     a.  Actual cost of using MILAIR is less than the cost of using COMAIR.  

b. COMAIR is unacceptable because 

(1) Highly unusual circumstances present a clear and present danger, or  

          (2)  Emergency exists, or

          (3)  Other compelling operational considerations make COMAIR unacceptable;   

or

     c.  Aircraft was previously scheduled to perform a bona fide training mission, the minimum mission requirements are not exceeded, and there is no additional cost to the government.  

