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Did you know Fort Sill’s
Integrated Training Area
Management program is
working to provide sustain-
able military training by
rehabilitating damaged
areas?

With 94,000 acres of train-
ing rangeland and canton-
ment area, Fort Sill is the
largest field artillery train-
ing complex in the world
and provides the U.S. Army
with one of its most valuable
resources — an installation
with enough land to support
tactical maneuvers by heavy
artillery and light support
vehicles.

Fort Sill’s ITAM team has
started a program of long
range planning to keep pace
with soil erosion, trail degra-
dation and rehabilitate land
impacted by training.

The purpose of this effort
is to support Fort Sill’s
unique training mission and
preserve, or improve, to the

land, to the extent practica-
ble, in concert with training.

The focus of ITAM’s land
rehabilitation and mainte-
nance program here is to
repair areas of severe soil
erosion using best manage-
ment practices. These prac-
tices include shaping and/or
filling gullies and construct-
ing diversions that reduce
water velocity and remove
water from areas of high
erosion. Diversion construc-
tion consists of removing
and stockpiling topsoil,
building the diversion and
spreading the topsoil back
onto the area.

Most diversions built on
Fort Sill hold water and
serve as sediment ponds to
decrease amounts of soil lost
from degraded areas.
Although holding water is
not necessary to control ero-
sion in most instances, the
ITAM program at Fort Sill
prefers this approach. In

addition to retarding soil
loss, building water diver-
sions creates small wetland
habitats, a unique and
important outcome of these
efforts.

But the size of the wetland
habitat is not as important
as the fact that they are
being created in the first
place.

Wetlands are vital areas
that constitute a productive
and invaluable resource. Not
only are they important for
protecting areas from ero-
sion, storing flood waters
and trapping sediments and
pollutants thereby improv-
ing water quality, but they

provide fish and wildlife
habitats and are recharge
sources for maintaining
ground water supplies.

It has been found that
within one growing season
after constructing diver-
sions, wetland plant species
sprout from the seed bank or
are carried in by wildlife.
These wetlands are used
regularly by all types of
wildlife, including white-
tailed deer, elk, coyotes, bob-
cats, raccoons, opossums,
skunks, armadillos, feral
pigs and a plethora of
amphibian and bird species.

Over the last 200 years,
wetlands disappeared at a

rate of more than 58,000
acres per year. This consti-
tutes a loss of more than 60
acres of wetlands per hour
during this time. In the
1780s, Oklahoma contained
almost 3 million acres of
wetlands; in the 1980s, less
than 1 million acres
remained. This provides
some perspective as to the
necessity of increasing wet-
lands.

To this end, Executive
Order 11990, Protection of
Wetlands, and the Clean
Water Act are clear demon-
strations of the importance
placed on wetlands. Both
require no net wetland loss-
es on federal lands in the
United States, thus making
the Army an important stew-
ard of such resources.

Through the ITAM pro-
gram at Fort Sill, soil erosion
is being controlled. In addi-
tion, wetlands have actually
increased each year with the

construction of diversions
that hold water and evolve
into wetlands. In the last
seven years, the ITAM’s
LRAM program has
repaired nearly 650 haz-
ardous erosion gullies by
building 11 miles of diver-
sions and waterways, creat-
ing about 10.5 acres of wet-
lands.

Fort Sill’s ITAM program
is continually working to
improve degraded land to
improve Soldiers’ training
while sustaining the envi-
ronment for a secure future.

To reach me
To send questions or com-

ments to me, please e-mail
fscms@conus.army.mil or
you can mail your comments
to Commander, USAG-Fort
Sill, 462 Hamilton Road,
Suite 120, Fort Sill, OK
73503.

Thanks and have a great
Fort Sill day.

ITAM program maintains trails, rehabs impact areas
Did you know?

By Col. Raymond Lacey
Fort Sill Garrison commander

Legal office closed
The legal assistance and claims

office is closed Tuesday. Normal
hours will resume Wednesday. For
more information, call 442-3034.

Graduation
The annual Graduation

Recognition Event is April 29 at 7
p.m. at Kerwin Auditorium in
Snow Hall. The event recognizes
graduates of the on-post universi-
ties and several from off-post. For
more information, call 442-2184.

ID card closed
The ID card facility is closed

May 20 for required training. The
Network Enterprise Center,
Building 652, Room 200 will be
available to reset PINs that day.

For more information, call 442-
6679.

Recycle orientation
The public is invited to a recycle

orientation the third Tuesday of
each month at 10 a.m. at the recy-
cle center conference room, 3330
Sheridan Road. For more informa-
tion, call 442-5712.

DA photos
Appointments must be made for

all Department of the Army offi-
cial photos using the Visual
Information Ordering Online
Systems at https://www.vios-
west.army.mil for CAC users or
www.vios-akowest.army.mil for
non-CAC holder who have an
AKO account. No walk-ins are

accepted. For more information,
call 442-8127.

Tax assistance still
available

Although the 2009 tax filing
deadline has passed, tax help is
available year-round through the
legal assistance office. For more
information or to schedule an
appointment, call 442-
3526/1337/6754/6445.

Personnel 
The military personnel divi-

sion is open all training holidays
and closed all federal holidays.
Office hours are 7:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., except for the ID card sec-
tion which is by appointment
only Monday, Tuesday,

Wednesday and Friday.Thursday
is walk-in day. For more informa-
tion, call 442-5010.

Behavioral health
The Behavioral Health Science

clinic is in Building 2442 on Crane
Road.Walk-in and Sick Call hours
are 8-11:30 a.m. Monday through
Friday.

TRICARE rumors
Recent e-mail rumors have said

TRICARE costs and benefits will
be affected under new health
reform. There will be no cuts in
benefits, no new TRICARE taxes
and no increased costs due to
health reform, according to
Matthew Flavin, Veterans and
Wounded Warrior Policy director.

Road closure
Lubberman Road in the 300

area is closed permanently from
Corral Road to Knox Road to con-
struct the new Artillery Park. For
more information, call 442-5746.

Extinguishers
Fort Sill building managers are

reminded the minimum require-
ment is a 10-pound Type ABC dry
chemical fire extinguisher. For
more information on the regula-
tions, call 442-1626.

H1N1
The H1N1 and seasonal flu vacci-

nations are still available at Reynolds
Army Community Hospital.The vac-
cines are handled on an individual
basis in the immunization clinic.
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