USAFACFS Reg 385-11, 26 February 1998, APPENDIX C

DAMAGED RADIOACTIVE DEVICE REPORTING

AND

HANDLING PROCEDURES

C-1.  When a radioactive commodity/device source breaks or is suspected of having been broken, immediately notify the following radiation protection personnel.

    Fort Sill Radiation Safety Officer, 442-3856/6711 442-1905
    DOL Radiation Protection Program Specialist, 442-2326/5262

    Installation Safety Manager, 442-4215

    Field Officer of the Day, 442-4912 (After normal duty hours).

C-2.  In the event of a fire involving radioactive commodities/devices or any other radioactive material, call 911 and inform the DPW DES Fire and Emergency Services Dispatcher of the existing radiation hazard.

C-3.  The following procedures are to be followed in order to contain the spread of radioactive contamination and to protect personnel from potential hazards resulting from the release of radioactive material from damaged radioactive commodities/devices.

    a.  Seal the damaged device in double plastic bags and place in a cardboard box (if available), identify the bag/box as containing a broken radioactive device, and place in a secured area restricted from personnel access.  Personnel handling the device will wear rubber or latex gloves, which will be turned-in to the Fort Sill Radiation Safety Officer (FSRSO) for disposal as radioactive waste.

    b.  Personnel known or suspected of having been exposed to airborne radioactive material and/or anyone who may have come in contact with contaminated surfaces as a result of the release of radioactive material from damaged radioactive commodity/device sources will wash their hands and all other exposed areas of the body as soon as possible with nonabrasive detergent and water and report to the Occupational Health Clinic, Reynolds Army Community Hospital, Building 4300 for radio bioassay collection.

    c.  Restrict personnel from entering room or area of breakage.  Rope or tape off area and post signs designating the area as "HAZARDOUS-DO NOT ENTER."

43

    d.  The FSRSO will perform area monitoring and wipe tests of the incident area as appropriate to determine the presence and extent of radioactive contamination.  The incident area will remain restricted pending determination of contamination levels by the FSRSO.

    e.  Areas found to be contaminated in excess of allowable limits as specified in AR 385-11 will be decontaminated as instructed by the FSRSO.

    f.  No maintenance or purging/servicing procedures will be performed on tritium fire control devices that are not illuminated or any other radioactive commodity/device suspected or known to be damaged, contaminated, or leaking radioactive material.

    g.  No eating, drinking or smoking is permitted in areas where radioactive materials are used, stored, or maintained.

    h.  The FSRSO will provide instructions for the proper disposal of damaged radioactive devices.

C-4.  In the event of fire involving radioactive material, notify the Fort Sill Fire and Emergency Services Division (dial 911) and radiation protection personnel as identified above.  Perform the following immediate actions.

    a.  Notify all personnel to vacate the area immediately.

    b.  Hold breath and turn off air circulating devices (fans, air conditioners and blowers) if this can be safely accomplished.

    c.  Vacate the area.

    d.  Keep persons not engaged in fire-fighting or rescue operations at least 100 yards upwind from the scene.  Those entering a radiation incident/accident area during a fire must wear self contained breathing apparatus.

    e.  When personnel are seriously injured all other considerations (except fire, explosion, and contaminated atmosphere) are secondary until urgent first aid, rescue, and evacuation are provided.  Medical personnel will supervise evacuation of injured personnel.

    f.  The FSRSO will direct all activities pertaining to segregation of personnel, decontamination, monitoring, and coordination with other emergency assistance personnel.

    g.  Permit no one to resume work in an incident area without approval of the FSRSO.
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