Message 1 - Added Narrative for Army Accident Reports

From:  HQDA Washington DC//DACS-SF//

Director of Army Safety sends:

Subject:  Added Narrative for Army Accident Reports

A. Chapter 3, AR 385-40, Accident Reporting and Records (1 Nov 94)

B.  Paragraph 3-6, DA Pam 385-40, Army Accident Investigation and Reporting (1 Nov 94)

C. Paragraph 4-4d, DA Pam 385-40

1.  The application of the risk management process and leader involvement in army accidents has been identified as information critical to accident prevention.  Therefore, commanders are requested to obtain responses to the following questions during investigations and document the information on accident reports as noted below. 

2.  On-duty army accidents.
     a. At what level was the mission/training conducted  Bde, Bn, Co, Plt, Sqd, Team, Crew, Other)?

     b. Who approved the mission/training?
     c. Was risk management performed?
         (1) Who performed (rank/position)?
         (2) Who accepted risks (rank/position)?
         (3) What was the level of risk after the controls were applied? (Select one: low/moderate/high/extremely high)
         (4) How was the risk management process communicated? (Select one or more: order/worksheet/verbal brief/not communicated.)
         (5) Was the accident event identified/considered during risk management process (y/n)?
              (a) If yes, what was the level of the identified risk (select one: low/medium/high/extremely high)?
              (b) If yes, control measure(s) applied (yes/no)?
              (c) If yes, who was responsible for implementing control(s) (rank/position)?
              (d) If yes, was the potential for the accident event accepted as residual risk (yes/no)?
     d. Who was in charge during the mission/training (rank/position)?
     e. Who was the senior leader present during the mission/training (rank/position)?

3.  Aviation Accidents.  

For aviation accidents, use paragraph 4, analysis, part iv, narrative, technical report of aviation accident (DA Form 2897-3-R) and block 15, abbreviated aviation accident report (AAR, DA Form 2397-AB-R), to document answers to questions in paragraph 1 above. This requirement does not apply to Class E or FOD incidents.

4.  Ground Accidents.
For ground accidents, use paragraph 4, analysis, for the U.S. Army Accident Report, DA Form 285, and block 39, abbreviated ground accident report (AGAR, DA Form 285-AB-R), to document answers to questions in paragraph 1 above.

5.  Off-Duty Accidents.

For off duty accidents, in block 39 of the AGAR, add a brief description of the events leading up to the accident to the accident synopsis and respond to the following questions:
     a. Was the soldier on leave or pass (y/n)? If yes,
         (1) How long was the soldier on leave or pass when the accident occurred?
         (2) Did the accident occur when going to the leave/pass destination or returning from his leave/pass destination (y/n)?
     b. Was the soldier deployed within the 365 days prior to the accident (y/n)? If yes,
         (1) When did the soldier return from the deployment?
         (2) How long was the deployment?
         (3) Where was the deployment?
     c. Prior to the accident event, was there leader-soldier contact (y/n)? If yes,
         (1) What level of leadership?
         (2) What type contact? (brief, asmis-1, trip planning, counseling, vehicle inspection, other)
     d. Did the soldier have a history of risky behavior such as recurring traffic violations, extreme sports or hobbies, violent acts, other dysfunctional events (y/n)? If yes, please comment.
     e. Was the soldier alerted for deployment (y/n)?
     f. Were there other factors such as abrupt changes to training rotation or assignments that might have encouraged celebratory binging behavior (y/n)? (that is, grabbing as much "fun" as possible because uncertainties in training or unexpected changes in assignments gave the soldier little stability to plan when he might have another chance for off duty pleasures.) If so, please comment.
     g. Did the soldier receive any installation or local hazard orientation including traffic, off limits areas or activities, weather extremes, and the like (y/n)? If yes, approximately when?
     h. Was the soldier driving a POV in the accident event (y/n)? If yes,
         (1) Had the soldier completed the mandatory 4 hours of classroom instruction designed to establish and reinforce a positive attitude toward driving (y/n) ? If yes,
         (2) Approximately when? Where?
         (3) Was the soldier licensed to drive the vehicle (y/n)? If yes, date licensed?
     I. Was the soldier operating a motorcycle in the accident event (y/n)? If yes,
         (1) Did the soldier complete required motorcycle safety foundation, or equivalent, operator training (y/n)? If yes, when? Where?
         (2) Was the soldier wearing a dot approved motorcycle helmet(y/n)?
         (3) Was the soldier wearing other required high visibility and personal protective equipment (y/n)? If yes, state what types.
         (4) Was the soldier licensed to operate the motorcycle (y/n)? If yes, date licensed?

6.  Points of Contact:
     a. Ground accidents: Ms. Adams, (peggy.adams@safetycenter.army.mil).
     b. Aviation accidents: Mr. Evans, (mike.evans@safetycenter.army.mil).

7. This Message Expires 1 April 2006.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Message 2 - Army Accidents Involving Reserve Component Soldiers

From: HQDA Washington DC//DACS-SF//

Director of Army Safety sends:

Subject:  Army Accidents Involving Reserve Component Soldiers

1. Accidents involving reserve component (Army Reserve and Army National Guard) soldiers assigned on active duty status will be reported to the unit of duty assignment.

2. If the organization of active duty status assignment is other than the reserve component, a copy of the accident report will be furnished to the parent reserve unit or Army National Guard state safety and occupational health office. 

3.  Ground accidents.
     a. Us army Accident Report, DA Form 285. Enter unit of assignment in blocks 2 and 3. Enter army reserve or Army National Guard Unit in block 18.

     b. Abbreviated Ground Accident Report (AGAR), DA Form 285-AB-R.  Enter unit of assignment in block 5. Enter Army Reserve or Army National Guard Unit in block 11.

4.  Aviation accidents.
     a. Technical report of us army aircraft accident part II - summary, DA Form 2397-1-R.  Enter unit of assignment in block 9b.  Enter Army Reserve or Army National Guard unit in block 9a.

     b. Abbreviated Aviation Accident Report (AAAR), DA Form 2397-AB-r.  Enter unit of assignment in block 8.  Enter Army Reserve or Army National Guard unit in block 21a(6).

5.  Point of contact for ground accidents is Ms. Adams, DSN 558.2256 or commercial (334)255.2256.  Point of contact for aviation accidents is Mr. Evans, DSN 558.3493, commercial (334)255.3493.

6. This message expires 1 Apr 06.

