BRAND NAME PURCHASE DESCRIPTIONS
A brand name purchase description is one which only allows for a particular manufacturer’s product.  Like sole source acquisitions, brand name acquisitions do not provide for full and open competition.  
As a result, a justification memorandum must be written and signed by the person in authority of the requesting activity to support such an acquisition.
WHEN CAN I ASK FOR A BRAND NAME PRODUCT?
When the particular brand name product or feature is essential to the Government’s needs, and market research indicates that other companies’ similar products, or products lacking the particular brand name’s feature, do not meet, or can not be modified to meet, the agency’s needs.
WHAT MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE JUSTIFICATION MEMO?

Why is the item specified the only item that will fulfill the minimum essential needs of the government?


If the item is a component part of a presently owned system, identify the end item and explain why no other part would be acceptable.

A statement explaining what research was accomplished to determine that an acceptable substitute item is not available.


The information conveyed must clearly address - Why we should preclude consideration of products manufactured by other companies.

WHAT IF I AM WILLING TO CONSIDER “EQUAL” PRODUCTS OR CAN’T ADEQUATELY JUSTIFY A BRAND NAME PRODUCT?

By adding the words “or equal” to the brand name purchase description, customers allow prospective contractors to offer products other than those referenced by a brand name.  This allows full and open competition and does not require a justification.  
Before awarding the contract/purchase order the customer will have an opportunity to evaluate the “equal” product being offered to ensure it is comparable to the brand name product and will meet the customer’s needs.   

To ensure the customer receives a product which will meet their needs, the essential salient characteristics of the brand name product that must be available on comparable products for it to be considered an equal must be provided with their requirement, e.g. dimensions, specifications, compatibility information, etc.
