Reporting Options- Restricted Reporting 
This option is for victims of sexual assault who wish to confidentially disclose the crime to specifically identified individuals without triggering the official investigative process.  Service Members who desire restricted reporting under this policy must use one of the following reporting avenues:
· Sexual Assault Response Coordinator (SARC)
· Victim Advocate (VA)
· Health Care Provider (HCP) or personnel
· Legal Assistance Attorneys*
· Chaplains*
*While legal assistance attorneys and chaplains have confidentiality/privilege, they are not restricted reporting entity.   (hyperlink to eligibility) 
Pros and Cons When Electing a Restricted Reporting Decision
	Pros
· You receive appropriate medical treatment , advocacy and counseling

· Provides personal space and time to consider your options and to begin the healing process


· Empowers you to seek relevant information and support to make more informed decisions about participating in criminal investigation


· You control the release and management of your personal information.

· You decide whether and when to move forward with initiating an investigation

	Cons

· Your assailant remains unpunished and capable of assaulting other victims

· You cannot receive a military and/or civilian protective order

· You will continue to have contact with your assailant, if he or she is in your organization or billeted with you

· Collecting comprehensive evidence will likely caused significant obstacle should you switch to unrestricted report

· Discussing your assault with anyone other than SARC, VA and HCP could launch a independent investigation (hyperlink to reporting Eligibility)






Reporting Options- Unrestricted Reporting 
This option is recommended for victims of sexual assault who desire medical treatment, counseling and an official investigation of crime.  When selecting Unrestricted Reporting, you should use current reporting channels, e.g.:
· Sexual Assault Response Coordinator (SARC)
· Victim Advocate (VA)
· Chaplain
· Health Care Personnel 
· Chain of Command
· Law Enforcement 
· Legal Personnel 
Upon notification of a reported sexual assault, the SARC will immediately assign a VA.  At the victim’s discretion or request the health care personnel shall conduct a sexual assault forensic examination (SAFE), which may include the collection of evidence. Details regarding the incident will be limited to only those personnel who have a legitimate need to know.   
Pros and Cons When Electing an Unrestricted Reporting Decision
	Pros
· Increase overall evidence collection

·  Civilian and military protective order may be obtain

· Expedited transfer is an option (hyperlink to expedited transfer memo)

· Support the safety of others


	Cons

· Can’t obtain a restricted report

· Increase Agencies in the “need to know” (i.e. Chain of Command, Law Enforcement, Sexual Assault Care Coordinator, etc.)

(hyperlink Eligibility)




Independent Investigation 
Independent investigations are not initiated by the victim.  If information about a sexual assault comes to a commander’s attention from a source other than a victim who has elected Restricted Reporting or where no election has been made by the victim, that commander shall report that matter to an MCIO and an official (independent) investigation may be initiated based on the independently acquired information.  
(1)  If there is an ongoing independent investigation, the sexual assault victim will no longer have the option of Restricted Reporting when:
(a) DoD law enforcement  informs the SARC of the investigation, and 
(b) The victim has not already elected Restricted Reporting.

(2) The timing of filing a Restricted Report is crucial.  The victim MUST take advantage of the Restricted Reporting option BEFORE the SARC is informed of the investigation.  The SARC then shall inform the victim of an ongoing independent investigation of the sexual assault.  If an independent investigation begins AFTER the victim has formally elected Restricted Reporting, the independent investigation has NO impact on the victim’s Restricted Report and the victim’s communications and SAFE Kit remain confidential, to the extent authorized by law.  
Non-Participating Victim
Non-Participating Victim refers to a victim choosing not to participate in the military justice system.  Victims choosing either Restricted or Unrestricted Reporting, the following guidelines apply:
(1) Details regarding the incident will be limited to only those personnel who have an official need to know.  The Victim’s decision to decline to participate in an investigation or prosecution should be honored by all personnel charged with the investigation and prosecution of sexual assault cases, including, but not limited to commanders, DoD law enforcement officials, and personnel in the victim’s chain of command.  If at any time the victims who originally chose the Unrestricted Reporting option declines to participate in an investigation or prosecution, that decision should be honored in accordance with this subparagraph.  However, the victim cannot change from an Unrestricted to a Restricted Report.  The victim should be informed by the SARC or SAPR VA that the investigation may continue regardless of whether the victim participates.  
(2) The victim’s decision not to participate in an investigation or prosecution will not affect access to SARC and SAPR VA services or medical and psychological care.  These services shall be made available to all eligible sexual assault victims.
(3) If a victim approaches a SARC and SAPR VA and begins to make a report, but then changes his or her mind and leaves without signing the DD Form 2910 (where the reporting option is selected), the SARC or SAPR VA is not under any obligation or duty to inform investigators or commanders about this report and will not produce the report or disclose the communications surrounding the report.  If commanders or law enforcement ask about the report, disclosures can only be made in accordance with exception to MRE 514 privilege.   
