




















STILL DIFFER IN SOME CASES AS TO THE EXACT LOCATIONS




WITH THE TENTH FIELD ARTILLERY
AT THE SECOND BATTLE OF THE
MARNE

BY MAJOR J. W. ANDERSON. F. A.

I am setting down herein a very brief and incomplete outline of the
operations of a battalion of 75-mm. guns, from July 7, 1918, when they
detrained at Collumniers and La Ferte Gauche, until they were relieved
near Cierges on August 1st.

The combatant units of the battalion, for convenience's sake, are
referred to as Batteries A, B and C, though at the time of this operation,
these designations were almost forgotten, and in their place the less formal
names of "Arthur," "Alf" and "Homer" were used exclusively. These
names were given the batteries at the time that "Rattlesnake" christened the
Regiment "Reason,” and the Regiment in turn foisted the name of
"Ragamuffin" upon the battalion.

"Ragamuffin's" existence was limited to his period of usefulness as
camouflage, but Arthur, Alf and Homer, despite changes in personnel,
clung to the organizations with a strong hold, and still, I trust, are proud
names with the First Battalion of the 10th Field Artillery.

For days before departure from our training camp at Coetquedan we
had sensed a certain gravity of the situation on the Marne, and were more
or less prepared for the atmosphere of tension which greeted us at Viffort
upon reporting to Brigade Headquarters the night of July 7th. There the
necessity for rapid movement above all else was emphasized, and
accordingly the batteries were pushed to the utmost, by day and night, that
they might reach their previously located and partially prepared positions
prior to the expected attack.

In our instructions for meeting this attack, which had been expected
nightly for some time prior to our arrival, unusual emphasis was placed
upon the importance of our switch-line positions, or the positions to
which we would retire. It seemed almost a foregone conclusion that our
resisting power could not withstand the German attack and that we would
be forced back to the previously reconnoitred and partially prepared line
extending roughly between Gland and Courboin. Fortunately our training
had dealt lightly with movements to the rear, and if the occasion arose for
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